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A Conſpiracy of the Spa- 


nards againſt the State 
of Venice, &Cc. 


ZVMonegſt all Humane Enter- 
I prizcs Conſpiracies are cer- 
4 tainly of greateſt conle- 
quence 3 tor Courage, Pru- 
dence and Fidelity, being e- 
qually requifite to every 
Member,are Qualities rare 1n 
themſelves,therefore much more rar-ly tound 
to concur in flingle perſons. We are inclincd 
for the moit part to flatter our ſelves with an 
opinion of bcing better beloved thau w2 are, 
clpecially when our Merit ſeconds our Belict, 
and we have been ſtudious in the Art of obli- 
ging. Hence ſome Principal Confpirators are 
drawn to rely entirely upon the Aﬀcction of 
their Party 3 but there is ſcarce anyFriend{lvp 
{o powertul as the fear of Death; tor Aﬀe&ion 
if it prove violent, perverts the Judgment in 
all occurrences of furprize 5 the aids of Dut- 
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4 'A Conſpiracyef the Spaniards, 
cretion being ſeldom at hand : and whoſoever 
give violent inſtances of their Love towards 
any one thing, betray Infirmity and too much 
Subje&ion to their Paſſions. 

[t a Conſpirator on the other hand be a 
man of Judgment, and that there is no reaſon 
to ſuſpect his Prudence, then the ſame Vertue 
tempers his ardour, and renders his Zeal leſs 
ative than the others : he is apter to fall into 
the contemplation of the great hazard to 
which he is expoſed,and of the Mcthods wiſe- 
ly to diſengage him3 to weigh that the pro- 
fits accrewing by the Conſpiracy are uncer- 
tain, and that to reveal it to ſuch againſt 
whom 1t 15 contrived, his Reward 1s ſurer- 
Moreover the general Talents and Abilities of 
Men are the produd tor the tnoſt part of their 
Experience, and their reafonings {cldom prove 
folid in affairs unpractiſed z Wiſdom being a 
profiting from Errors committed,and' collect- 
ing thence Rules tor our fafer Government in 
the futures - 

But ſince there is no compariſon, either 
for the danger, or the dithculty, between a 
Conſpiracy, and any other kind of Enterprizos 
(no Experience whatſoever in other affairs be. 
ing able in any meaſure to enlighten Us in the 
conduct and managements of this) to be af? 
therefore againſt the commſlion of any conſi- 
derable Ejroar, imployes our acquaintance in 
the 
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the Profeſſion, and it is very rare to find a per- 
ſon that has been twice Engagcd in Aﬀairs of 
this kind: for it he ſucceed in his firſt Attempt, 
the profits that accrew thereupon fecure him 
againſt the need of expoling himſelf to a ſe- 
cond danger 3 and it he miſcarry, he 1s either 
cruſhed in the ruines,or will hardly be drawn 
to run a ſecond riſque, it he eſcape. To theſe 
hazards we muſt add,that how deteſted ſoever 
a Tyrant may be, yet Self-Love proves ever 
more powerful than our Hate towards others: 
For it js not enough that Conſpirators be real- 
ly men of Fidelity, if every Mcmber be not fo 
poſſeſt of all his Companions 3 and a Leader 
ought to have 8s ſerious and equal regard even 
to the Panick Fears, and the moſt airy Imagi- 
nations that may occur,as to the fſolider and 
more important-difhcultics of his Enterprize , 
as being equally capable of miſchicf: For a fin- 
plc Word {poken upon a Foreign Subject , a 
xeſture, without any delign, may beget a ſuſ- 
picion of Treachery, and cauſe a precipuate 
Execution : allo a Circumſtance of time , 
or place, being in it felf of no confidera- 
tion, may yet occaftion much Surprize and Ap- 
prehenſion : and all this, from che difhculty 
of providing againli ſuch variety of Chances. 
For (ueh 1s the nature of man, that he fancies 
every body diſcyphers his heart, and ſtudies 
to ſuſpect he 1s diſcovered from all that is ſaid 
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or done in his preſence and the Conſcience of 
guilt corrupting our Reaſon attaqu's us by e- 
very. obje&. And now if the difhcaltics are 
inſuperable in Conlpiracics againſt ſingle Per- 
ſons, What judgment can be made upon the in- 
vading of Multitndes, and when we aſpire to 
to the Vſurpation of whole Cities or States, 
wherein will be rcquir'd more time to con- 
trive and digeſt, and greater numbers to cx- 
ecute the Deſign ? Theſe Refletions have 
taught me to conſider ſuch Enterprizes as 
points of Hiſtory, of all others the moſt moral 
and in{truqive,and are my Motive to the ma- 
king publick a Conſpiracy of an Embaſſadour 
from the Court of Spaiz to the State of Venice 
againſt that Common-wealth, about fifty (ix 
years lince. 

I know not whether or no my Judgment 
may have bcen ſeduced by my afft<&ion to the 
Subject I have undertaken 3 though I mult in- 
genuouſly avow, I know none that affords 
greater inſtance of the ctfects of Prudence in 
the Tranſactions of the World,or of Chance;of 
the vaſt extent of Humane Wit, and its vari- 
ous confines, of its Elevations the molt alpi- 
Ting, and its moſt ſecret Failings, the infinite 
circumſpettion neceſſary to Government z the 
difference between Good and Evil Arts, and 
between Wiſdom and Subtilty ; and if Malice 
be moſt hatcful in the abuſe of things the 
molt 
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ence of moſt excellent,then may this Hiſtory be an ar” 
s by e= gument of our greater Horror, where we find 
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the moſt excellent Qualities employed to an 
End the moſt detefiable. And hence a wiſe 


Greek, as we read, obſerving a Criminal per- 


{iſ in an untruth amidſt his torments with a 
marvelous Conliancy, could not torbear cx- 
claiming z Oh unf1riunate wretch, that could 

uſe ſo excellent aVertne to ſo baſe a purpoſe! 
The difference between Paxl the fatth, and 
the Republick of Venice being compoſed by the 
power of France with the Honour due to the 
Holy Sec,and the deſerved Glory of the Vene- 
tians, Spain alone found thence ſubject of 
Complaint; for having eſpouſed the Papal In- 
tereſt, and propoſing to reduce the Venetians 
by force of Arms, they were offended that a 
Treaty ſhould be entred upon with fo little re- 
gard to them; but having mare narrowly ſtu- 
dicd the ſecret of that Accommodation, they 
found no juſt occation of Complaint againſt his 
Holincſs,& that the Contempt which appear- 
cd to have been done to them in that Afﬀair, 
proceeded wholly from the Venetians : for it 
was the Senate that endeavoured to exclude 
them (in {ome fort) the Mediation, pretend- 
ing they could not well be Judges that had - 
{hewed fomuch partiality. How diſtaſteful 
loever this Injury might be, yet they gave no 
hint of thcir reſentment during the reign of 
A 4 Henry 
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Prince ſtood in towards the Venetiaus were 
too publick, and the Care he expreſt of their 
Intergſt during their difference with the Court 
of Rome was no leſs 3 but his Death ſetting the 
Spaniard at Liberty,there wanted then nothing 
but a Pretext. 

There inhabited in the Territory of the 
houſe of A#ſtria, in the quarter coaſting upon 
the Adriatick and contiguous to that of the 

. Vexetians, a neſt of Pyrats known by the name 
of * Vſcocks : theſe Pilferers having committed 
innumerable violences upon the Subjects of 
the Republick, were protected by the Arch- 
DukeFerdinand deGratz thenSovereign of that 
Country and afterwards Emperor;himſclf was 
a very Pious Prince, but his Miniſters were 
ſharers in the booty with the Vſcocks, and be- 
ing avowed Friends ito the Spaniard made 
uſe of this occafion to revenge them on the 
RS 2-77 

The Emperor Matthias moved by the juſt in- 
ſtances of the Republick compoſed this difte- 


rence at Vie#na in February Anno Dome 1612. 


but the Accomodation was ſo ill obſerved on 

the part of the Arch-Duke that they came at 

length to an open War,wherein he was not (© 

| Clear a Gainer as the Spaniards had propoſed 
fo themſelves. * | | 

The Vemetians by their good conduct calily 
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Henry the fourth 3 the Obligations which that 
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ch that repaired the ſlight Damages they {uſtained in 
Were ſome little Encounters, and being at that time 
their ſecure againſi the lealt apprehenſion of the 
-Ourt Turks, they were better able to ſupport the 
gthe War, than the Arch-Duke. That Prince was 
hing at length preſſed by the Emperor to make a 
; Peace in contemplation of theGrand Seignor's 
the menacing of Hungary ) himſelt alſo became 
pon engaged in a very conſiderable expence in fa- 
the vourof his Election to the Kingdom of Bohe- 
me mia, which happened ſoon after : The Spa- 


ed niard would gladly have contributcd towards 
of the continuation ct this War,had not that allo 
1- in which they were then engaged with Charls 
Ty Emmanuel Duke of Savoy forbid the ſcparati- 
$ on of their Forces, and that Duke being, ſup- 
- plicd with large Sums from the Republick 


could by no mcans be wrought to violate his 
Amity with them. The Spaniſh Council laid 
deeply to heart the exceeding prolperity of the 
Affairs of Venice,and the {oft & pcaccableTem- 
per of King Philip, and that of his Favourite 
the Duke of Lerma, {uggeſicd little or no pro- 
7 ſpe of a redreſs : But a Minilter of theirs,r-- 
lident at that time in Italy, not guilty of the 
(ame Moderation; undertook the bulinels 3 
and this was Don Alphonſo de Ia Cueva Mar- 
quis of Bedamar, Ordinary Ambaſſador at Ve- 
nice, a Man of the molt cxalted Underſtanding 


and _ Spirit that Spain has ever pro- 
duced 
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duced : his own Writings, that are yet extant 
ſpeak him qualified with all the requifits that 
Hiſtorians ancient and modern have ſet down 
to compole an extraordinary Man 3 he com- 
pared paſt Tranſactions with the Occurrences 
of his own time , he obſerved exaQly the dit- 
ferences and re{emblances of Afﬀairs, and how 
much thoſe which ſeem to be alike are changed 
by what 15 different; he was able to give his 
judgment of the Ifſue from the firſt draught 6: 
project of any Enterprize : It he found he had 
propheſicd amiſs,he would trace hisError back 
co the {ource, and learn the true cauſe of his 
miſtake 3 by this ftudy he became throughly 
acquainted with the ſareſt Methods, the truclt 
Means, and the moſt matcrial Circumſtances 
that preſage (uccels to any great Adventure, 
and render them for the molt part proſperous; 
his practice of perpetual reading, meditation, 
and obſervance of Tranſactions of the world, 
had raiſed him to that high pitch of Wiſdom, 
that his conjeCturesas to the reſult of anyAfﬀair 
were cltcemed in the Court of Spain as ſo ma- 
ny Prophefies. To this profound Learning in 
the nature of great Aﬀairs was joyned a fin- 
gular Dextcrity in the conductive part, a Faci- 
lity in ſpeaking and writing wich a moſt 
charming, elegance, a marvcious Felicity in 
the knowledgot men,a Behaviour ever gay and 
open, wherein one rcad more heat than gra- 
vity, 
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vity, ſo remotc from Diſſimulation as to look 
like Simplicity,a Humour free and compliſant, 
and ſo much the more impenetrable by how 
much every body th.:2ht they undexſtood 
him of Manncrs, ſoft, infinuating and in- 
dearing, whereby he {crewed himlſelt into the 
moſt dark and dithcult Secrets, always preſer- 
ving a perfect calm and ſcrenity of Counte- 
nance amid(t the moſt violent and crucl agita- 
tations of Spirit. The Spaniſh Miailters had 
at that tin:c a great aſcendent on the Govern- 
ments wherein they relided, and the Marquis 
of Bedamar was choſen tor Venice in the year 
1607. as to the moſt difticult of all Forreign 
Employments, wherein he could hope no 
aſſiſtance from either Women, Prieſt, or Fa- 
yorite 3 the Council of Spaix was fo well 
pleaſed with his Miniſtery, that how needful 
{oever his ſervice was to them at home, yet in 
the ſpace of ſix ycars they could not reſolve to 
recal him. So long a Reftdcnce gave him lei- 
ſure to ſtudy the principles of that Govern- 
ment,to penetrate their moſt retired Cabinets, 
to diſcover their ſtrengths and weakneſſes, 
their advantages and defects; He foreſeeing 
that the Arch-Duke would be neceſſitated to 

make a Peacc,and that it would reflic& ſhame. 

fully upon them, the TIojury being wholly on 

thcir part, he refolveth to embarque in ſome 
Deſign that might prevent it : he conſidered 
that 
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that the preſent ſtate of Afﬀairs in Venice did M1 


not render the Deſign of maſtering it impradi- 
cable,by the Intelligence he had acquired 8 the 
Forces he was able to provide, Their Armies 
had dreined their Magazines of Arms, and 
had in a greater meaſure diminiſhed their Peo- 
ple capable of bearing themzand as their Navy 
had never been in a more flouriſhing condition, 
{o theirSenate had never been conſidered {o for- 
midable, or held a better opinion of their own 
Security: howbeit,this invincible Fleet was ob- 
liged to be ſtill hovering upon the Coaſt of 
Ttria,the then ſeat of the War 3 the Army too 
was as remote 3 ſo that in Venice there was 
ſcarce any thing that could ſuggeſt a reaſon a- 
eainſt the deſcent of the Spaniſh Naval Army : 
To render this deſcent more ſecure, the Mar- 
quis of Bedamar refolved to poſſeſs himfelt of 
two principal poſts,and thoſe were the place of 
St. Mark & the Arſenal; but he conſidered the 
difficulty would be great, without ſome acci- 
dent to diſturb the repoſe the City at preſent 

enjoyed 3 he propoſcd therefore the applying 

fre in ſeveral places the moſt combuſtible and 

the moſtneedful of relief about theCity.He was 

not over-haſty in rendring, an account hereof 
to his Maſter, knowing how tender moſt Prin- 

ces are of explaining themſelves upon Aﬀeairs 

of this nature until they arc ripened to a degree 

of affording nothing more to execute, but an 
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did aſlirance of poſſeſſion, in caſe it take effe& 3 
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he contented himſelt barely to remark to the 
Duke of Uſeda principal Secretary of State, 
that upon conlidering the diſhonour theHouſe 
of Auſtria had ſuſtained by the infolent be- 
haviour of the Venetians during, the War of 
Friol, and that all the means that had been pro- 
poſed for an accord, both at Vienna and elfe- 
where, reſulted in Ignominie and Contempt; 
he conſidered himſelt in a Station whereinNa- 
ture, as well as Policy, did oblige a faithful 
Subje to have recourſe to all imaginableArts, 
to preſerve his Prince and Country, from an 
Infamy otherwiſe incvitable;and thatCare be- 
came eſpecially incumbent on him in regard of 
the Employment he exerciſed, whercin ha- 
ving continually before his eyes the very Sour- 
ces and Spring-hcads of thoſe evils fo impar- 
tant of Redre(s,no man was a better Judg than 
himſclt what fort ot Remedy to apply,and that 
he would attempt to acquit himſelf of that 
Duty in fuch manner as thould be worthy 
the Zeal he profeit for theGlory of his Matters 
The Duke of Vſedz, who was throughly 
acquainted with his Worth,foon comprehen= 
ded that his diſcourſe was the diſguiſe of fome 
Project equally important and dangerous 3 but 
as wiſe men feldom pry deeper into Secrets of 
is nature than they arc compelÞd,he forbore 
fo communicate his thoughts thereupon to the 
chict 
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Chief Miniſter, and only replyed to the Mar. Nob 
quis of Bedamar, in gencral terms, extolling mar 
his Zeal, and committing the reſt to his accu- Ex} 
ſtomed Prudence. mit 

The Marquis that Iookt for no other, *'was ma 
not at all ſurprized at ſo cold an anſwer, and ten 
now ſiudicd nothing more than to diſpoſe his wt 
Deſign that he might have perfe& Aſſurance of fav 
the wiſhed Event. -- Wa 

The World never had Monarchy ſo abſo. m4 
lute as is the Empire by which the Senate of nC 
Venice governs that Republickz they obſerve he 
a wonderful difference bet wixt their Nobility th 
&thoſe that are not ſo, weighingeven the moulk tC 
{crupulous and minute circumſtance, Their tc 
Nobles only are qualified to govern in the re- MT 
ſpective Countrys of their Obedience; The 
molt eminent Gentry and Principal Magi- £2 
ſtrates of the Country living among them *t 
with the diſtin&tion rather of Sovereigns than | 
Governours : and in cafe the Republick cor- > * 
fers at any time Offices of truſt in their Mzl:- | 
t14 upon Strangers, it isalways on ſtri con- 
ditions of their pertectObedience to the Senti- t 
ments of their Gexeraliſimo, which is ever a 
Venetian, who in effect never affords them o- 
ther latitude than the executive part. 

As there is no Pretenſion (o plauſible as a 
War, for taxation of the People, that of the 
Uſeocks gave a iair occalion for inriching, the 
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Aar. Nobility of Venice, by whole conduct it was 
ling managed ; this alone was an extraordinary 
:cu- Expence, and over and above the Treaſure re- 


Vas 


mitted to Piedmont, they were conſtrained to 
maintain alſo a third Army in Lombardy to at- 
tend the motions of the Governour of M3lan, 
who daily threatned them with a diverſion in 
favour of the Arch-Duke. The Juſtice of the 
Republick's cauſe rendred their Miniſters yet 
more haxdy in contriving new vexations, but 
not the People more patient in ſuttering them 
herein they proceeded to {ſuch a degree as gave 
the Marquis of Bedamar reaſonable Aſſurance 
to believe that the Revolution he had medita- 
ted, would be almoſt as welcom to the Com- 
monality, as fatal to the Pcople of Quality. 
Among them alſo there were many that were 
grown out of love with the Government,and 
theſe were the Partizans of the Court of 
Rome 3 and indeed were the greatcſi number, 
ambitious and revengetul,reſcntingthe Repub- 
lick's having governed againti their Councils 
during their conteſt with that Court : Theſe 
{ecmed prepared to do or (utter any thing, to 
wrench the Authority out of their hands that 
then had it, & would joytully have beheld the 
Gov ernment unfortunate, as being, the fruits 
of a Conduct they had diſapproved. There 
was anothcr ſhallow fort ot Fools that would 
be more Catholick than the Pop?, who upon 
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his Holineſs relinquiſhingkis Pretenſions in 
the Accomodation, conceived he had been ob. 
liged thereunto by the Rules of Policy, anc 
conſequently that if there was any mental Re 


ſervation in that proceeding,that it was to bi 


fearcd the ſeritence of Excomtmunication fil 


reſted in force in the Intentions. of his Holi. 


neſs: Of this number ſome were Senators,mer 
as Indigent in their fortunes as their minds: 
theſe were of -great uſe in the purſuit of thi 
Marquis of Bedamar's Delign, who, converted! 
by expenſiveGitts,became per{ſwaded,that fincc 
that Negotiation none could be longer a Vene- 
tian with a ſafe Conſcience, Notwithſtandin 
the rigorous Injunctions againſt the Nobilities 
holding correſpondence with ſtrangers, yet tht 
Marquis found means to contradt a very inti: 
mate underſtanding with the neceffitous and 
male-content Party 3 and in caſe any of theſc 
had cither near Kinſman in Religious Orders, 
a Mittreſs, or any familiar Ecclefiaſtick, theſe 
he would compaſs at any rate 3 buying them 
with Preſents of conſiderable value, making uſe 
of nothing ordinary, but curiolities from For- 
reign parts: ſuch Liberalities, on ſo flen- 
derMotives,gave encouragement to the Recei- 
vers to hope for ſomething yet more conſider- 
able: In which proſped&t they informed him 
with al! ſimplicity to the full of hisCurioſity,& 
labourcd alfo to furniſh themſelyes in many 
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doubtful points the better to enable them to 
comply with his Demands, and his acknow- 
Icdgments fill tranſcending their afliduity 
gave at length incitcment to their Engaging 
their Patrons alſo in this Commerce. 

It is ftill to be concluded that Poverty was 
the principal wheel of this Engine, and that 
theſeNoble men could not regard but with an 
eye of cenvy,People entirely their dependents 
ſhould on their confiderationbecome more rich 
than themſelves : But however it came to pals, 
from thence forth there was nothing debated 
by the Senate that was a Sccret to the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador: His advertiſcments were to pun- 
Ctual of all their reſolutions, that the Gencrals 
of the Arch-Duke became till inftructed-in 
whatſocvcr had relation -to the War before 
thoſe of the Republick could receive Orders 
tor their execution :- Together with this In» 
telligence it imported the Ambaſſador to have 
a conhiderable nuniber of Soldicrs to give lite 
to his Enterprize 3 but the Spaniard having a 
ttrong Army in Lombardy, he {aw no dithcu!- 
ty in that point, provided there might be aGc- 
vernour of Mila qualitied to joyn with him 
in theDeſngn. The Marquis de Tojoſa, that 
then held that place, had contracted too ncar 
an Allyance with the Duke of Savoy, to be 
thought ht; he was newly returncd from lign- 
ive the Treaty at Af, where the French and 
P. | 
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Venetiaus had been Mcdiators between that 
Duke and him. The Ambaſſadour knowing 
that the negotiation would not be well relifth- 
ed in Spain, writ that he might be recalled; 
and at the ſame time folicited Dox Pedro de 
Toledo Marquis de Villa Fraxca, his intimate 
Friend, to make his Intereſt to fucceed him in 
the Government of Milan. Don Pedro had 
hcreupen Orders for his departure to fill Ina- 
joſa's place about the end of the Year 1615+ 
and bctore he was quite arrived he diſpatched 
advice to Venice by the Marquis de Lara. The 
Ambaſſador communicates his Proje& to the 
Marquis in terms the moſt agreeable,charging 
him principally to inform himſclt if the new 


Govemour could be able to provide him of 


1500 choice Mcn,when he thould fee occation> 
Don Pedro charmed with tic Grandeur of the 
Enterprize reſolved to {:cond him in what he 
w2s able, not cxpoting himſelf to a certain ru- 
inc in caſc of a dcteat 3 He therefore difpatches 
the Marquis de Laraa ſecond time to confirm 
the Ambaſſador, and allo to requett him to 
conlider that the Souldicrs he demanded wcrc 
to be the choicelt pickt Men, and in cafe thev 
pcriſht, he ſhould rcmain without cxcuſe to 
have expoſcd to ſo manitelt a hazard the 
whole Flower of his Army; howbeit he would 
not tail to provide him as many as pofiibly he 
could,and that they ſhould bc ſuch as he woull 


an [x ; 
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anſwer for as for himſeclt. Nothing was fo im- 
ortant to this Deſign of the Ambaſſador as to 
obſtruct all means tending to an Accommoda- 
tion 3 on which conſideration he obliged 
the Marquis de Lars to make Propotitions of 
Peace to the Senate very unreaſonable on the 
behalf of the Governour of Mzlan : The Se- 
nates reply was as they expected, full of In- 
dignation,. and rctuling to enter into a Treaty 
with them : Don Pedro alſo was wanting mn 
nothing on his part to perplex matters 3 The 
Duke of Maxt#z was cold in his diſpoſition 
of pardoning his Rebel Subjects,according to 
his Promilc at the Treaty at A/t, and was en- 
couraged in his obſtinacy touching that Arti- 
cle,& to perſevere in his Executions he had al- 
ready bzgun amongſt them : Propolitions were 
allo made to the Duke of $4v2y in relation to 
the tultilling of that Treaty , foriceing that 
he would not accept it 3 they likewiſe excuſed 
disbanding their Army, as he had done, and 
as they ought, with pretext grounded on the 
War of Friol, wherein the Spaniard could no 
longer with honour rctufe tp take a Share. 
The Venetian Army had 2 + the Lyz7oz0, 
and beſ12ged Gradiſque the Capital City ir. the 
Arch-Dukes Territorics z Whereupon The 
Council of Spain, who woman yy had obſerved 
a Neutrality, torcleeing the damages were 
like to cnſuc to that Prince, A | to dc- 
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clarez About the ſame time expired the miſun- 
derſtanding that had been in the Houſe of Au- 
firia between the two branches of Spain andGer- 
many,after the conteſt between the Son & Bro. 
ther ofCharles the fifth touching the ſucceſhon 
of theEmpirc: The Intereſt theSpaniard took in 
that War was the fir{t inſtance of that Recon - 
cilement. Dozx Pedro ordexcd the Camp-ma=- 
fier Gambeletta to advance towards Crema 
with his troops, and commanded the mount= 
ing of 24 picces of Battery at Pravia, which as 
hc publiſht to the World, were to be the train 
to a Body of 8000 men, to march under the 
condu&t of Don Sauiio de Luna. On the 0- 
ther hand the Vice-King of Naples, that was 
then cruiziug, in the Mediterranean with the 
Spaniſh Fleet, threatncd to attack the Duke of 
Savoy at Villa Franza, he blockt up all the 
paſſages of relicf by Sca to the Republick, and 
appeared always in a potiure of Sayling into 
the Gult, to bea check there upon the Ve- 
#ettan Fleet, The Miniſters of that State made 
toud Complaints in all Courts: touching this 
violent proceeding, which the Marquis of 
Bedamar andertook to jullihe 3 he alſo foreſaw 
that it would be of great uſe in his Defign to 
undermine, it it were pollible, the very Foun- 
dation of their repute. tamed throughout Fu- 
rope tor ſo many ages for the moſtAncient and 
Free of all States: their Freedom had been 
newly 
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newly proved to the World, and magniti- 
ed more than ever (upon occalion of their late 
Difference with the Pope)by ſeveral Diſcourſes 
that were ſuppoſed unan{werable 3 albeit the 
adverſe Party wanted not able Inſtruments in 
the management of that Conteſt. This the 
Ambaſſador fell to examine anew, and in a 
few Chapters refuted all that the numerous 
Volumes of Venetian Authors had {aid on that 
Subje, without ſo much as doing any one of 
them the honour of making mention of his 
Name: And as there is no Propotlition relating, 
to matters of that ſort which an able man may 
not render very problematick,upon pretext of 
eſtabliſhing the Emperial Right in Venice, he 
obviated that the Independence of thatRepub- 
lick was as Chimerical as their Empire of the 
Ocean 3 it was not convenient for his purpoſe 
that he ſhould be known the Author of this 
Libel, he therefore Publiſhes it with fo cauti- 
ous a Secrecy that it came not to Light during 
his Lite, howbeit it ſeems itrange he ſhould 
not be ſuſpected ; but itis alſo to be believed 
that the Venetians at that time ſcarce undcr- 
ltiood him 3 his behaviour airy and ſo full of 
emportment, (for ſo he ſtudied to appear) 
would not permit them to conceive that a man 
of a Character (o impetuqus, could be author 
of {o retin'd and ſtudied aSatyre ofState. Juſtice 
and Honelly ſeemed equally to inſpire him,and 
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his declamations againſt the Enterprizes of the 
Venetia#s, that went allo mixed, were hand- 
led with a Moderation very apparent which 
alone was ſufficient to gain applauſe. This 
Work intituled Squittinio della Liberta Veneta, 
made much noiſe, and by reaſon of the ob{cu- 
rity of the Author, the ſuſpicion fell of courſe 
upon the Court of Rome, from the occaſion of 
their former Writings 3 and the ableſt Sena- 
cors fancied all the World made their Judg- 
ment of the weight thercot, and were more 
aftrighted than at the loſs of a Battle, 
FrancisPaoblo had ordcred to examine itz but 
he, who could trifle with the other Writers 
of the contrary Paity,dcclared this laſt was by 
no means to be an{wered 3 it being impoſſible 
without Inlightning the World in Matters 
that imported more ſhould {till remain con- 
cealcd 1n the dark boſom of Antiquity. z how 
ever he replied that in caſe the Senate judged 
it confiltent with the Dignity of the Republick 
to reſent the outrage, he engaged himlelt fo 
to perplex: the Court of Rome in theirDefence, 
that thcy would hardly ever think of a ſecond 
attack : this Intimation was approved in the 
heat of their diſpleaſure, and gave Fra, Paob- 
lo the fatisfaCtion of publiſhing his beloved Hi- 
{tory of the Council of Trext,which under lefs 
motive had not appearcd during his Lite. In 
the r2nterim the Campagne in the year 1616 
paſſed 
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paſſed witbout any contiderable aQtion on Ci» 
ther {ide 3 the Duke of Savoy, and the State 
of Venice, being, tender of cxpoling to a fecond 
\iſque the glory they had already purchaled, 
impowered Gritty the Venetian Ambaſſador at 
Madrid to renew the negotiationz but the 
Spaniard, irritated by the Difficulties they had 
encountred, contrived Propotitions fo unrea- 
ſonable that it took no ctte&t. Gradiſque con- 
tinued,blockt up the enemy,maintaining, their 
Battery during the Winter, and the Armics 
wcre in theheld betimes with an ardour that 
promiſed more faccels than the precceding 
year. 
TheDutch Truce had rendred the greatelt 
part of the Souldicry of that State uſcle(s,and 
inany Soldiers of Fortune both French and 
Germans ſought employment elſewhere 3 The 
Count of Naſſaw and Lezve(teine marched with 
$000 men, Dutch and IYalloons, tothe Venc- 
tians Sarvice.z Whereupon the Spaniards zeal- 
outly complained to the Pype, that the Vene- 
:iars did expoſeltaly to the infettion of Herely 
by their catertaining that Mz/ztiz : but the 
Ambaſſador of Venice rcemonſtrated,that 1t was 
not ſo much theSpaniards concern torReligion 
that produced that C: mp! int, as tcl aDPpTrcC- 
henlion to ſce two great Republicks 1n CON 
junction againſt them. The Marquis of Be- 
damar would have been much perp'cxt had 
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the Pope obliged the Venetians to diſmiſ; 
thoſe Troops; for as the major part of Mii. 
tary people regard nothing ſo much as their 
profit, when they are ia ſervice under a For. 
reign Prince, he hoped to draw the chief of 
M-rcenaries into his D:ſign, convincing them 
by largeſſ®s and the hopes of pillaging Venice: 
fn this contemplation he fixt upon an ancient 
French Gentleman,by name Nico Renault,a per- 
{on of experience and underſtanding,who had 
taken refuge at Venice for ſome cauſe that was 
unknown 3 The Marquis of Bedamar obſerved 
him to have been a long time rcfident at the 
French Ambaſſadors, and trom ſome accidental 
Diſcourſes had bcen between themRezazlt dif- 
covered him to be no leſs an able Man than 
fame had rendrcd him : and the Marquis who 
was glad to purchaſe a friend of hisCharacter 
near the Ambaſſador of France,had contracted 
a ſtrait Intimacy with Rexarlt, who though 
a man extreamly indigent, yet preferred Vertuc 
to Riches, howbeit could ſacrifice his Vertuc 
to his Ambition, and whenſoever innocent 
methods ſhculd fail him in the purſuit of Glo- 
ry, there were non? too ill for his purpole : 
he had learnt out of ancjent Authors that moſt 
excclientIndiffcrence relating to life and death, 
which 1s the ſure Foundation of an extraordi- 
naryDeſrgn, and ever regretting thoſe cclebra- 
'ed times wherein the merit of particular men 
COM= 
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compoſed the deſtiny of States, and where 
ſuch as were poſſeſſors thereof never wanted 
occaſions to make out theirTitle, The Mar- 
quis of Bedamar that had thoroughly ſtudied 
him, and that was in great want of a Man on 
whom intirely to confide in the conduct of his 
Enterprize reveals it at length to him, declar- 
ing withal he had his eye fixt on him from 
the very begjaning: Renault held himielt ob- 
liged more by that Aſſurance than from all 
the praiſes he could have heaped upon him 3 
his years, wherein he was advanced,kept him 
ſieedy to his Engagements3the Ic{5Time he had 
tolive the Ic(s was his Adventurczhe conceived 
he could not bctter employ the tew uneaſy 
ycars he had yet to pals than to hazard them 
to the making his name Immortal. The Mar- 
quis of Bedamar 'gave him Credentials and 
Bills of Exchange neccflary to ncgotiate with 
the HollandsOthcers 3 and charged him by no 
means to-communicate the D-h12n to them, 
and only to intimate thatAfﬀairs being cmbit- 
tcred to that degree betiveen the Republick 
and the Houſe of Auſtriz,and the Spaniſh Am- 
bafſſador reſident at Venzce,torciccing a conjun- 
ture that might expoſe hisPerlon to the rage 
of the People of that: City,to fecure himfelt a- 
gainſt which he endetvourcd to provide him- 
{elf of a conſiderable number of trulty reſolute 
Friends. This pretext was thin enough, but 

the 
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the leaſt diſguize in Afﬀairs of this nature is of 
great ule 3 it imported bur little though Peo- 
ple ſuſpeted Myſtery, provided the Truth re. 
mained ſtill in the dark : by this means he ho-« 
ped to- debauch the Flower of the Venetian 
Land-Army, and for the remainder it would 
be ſo infecbled, that it would bea very caſy 
task for Dou Pedro to defeat them in their 
March, in caſe they ſhould advance in oppo. 
fition, to his delign, Their Naval Army 
was Indeed what gave greater reaſon of 
apprehenſion 3 they were at all times fleſht 
with the Opinion of Conquerors , and 
were calily tranſported; tiic greateſt part of 
the Soldiery natural Subiccts ot the State, and 
it was tonot be doubted but that. upon the 


firſt rumor of the Conſpiracy, they would fly 


with (wifteſt diligence towards Vexice, To 
expect their deteat from the Spaniſh Navy 
was a doubtiul point,and it had not been Prus 
dent to put to the hazard of a Battcl the ſac- 
cels of an Enterprize that was otherwiſe (o 
full of danger : It was thercetore judged moſt 
to the purpole to contrive how to render 
their flect uncapable of Service The Ambaſſa- 
dor, who was not {o great a Matter in Mari- 
tine Afairs as the Vice-King of Naples, who 
at that time commanded the Spaniſh Armada, 
tound j« therefore needful to conſult him up- 
on that Subject ; The Vice-King, who was 
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to be a principal Actor in this Tragedy of the 
Ambaſlador's,was that Duke of Ofſunz, 1o ta- 
mous for hisGallantriesz a man as entcrprizing, 
as either Don Pedro or the Marquis oft Beda- 
mar : this Conformity of mind had begotten a 
very ſtrait Intelligence between thele three 
Miniſters: but neither Don Pedro, nor the 
Duke, were the ablelt Counſellors; the Duke 
would be ſometimes guilty of excurft- 
ons approaching to extravagance 3 howbeit 
the high opinion they held of the Marquis 
de Bedamar contained them within firicter 
bounds of Prudence than they profett. The pro= 
fits accrewing, to thoſe that tollow the Trade 
of Piracy under ſome fort of powerful Prote- | 
&ion had-drawn to the Court of the Vice- 
King of Naples all the renowned Pyrats of 
the Mediterranean : This Vice-King that was 
fruittul in cxtraordinary Advencurcs, and in 
his practice rather profuſe chan covetous, did 
not prote&t them to much with regard to the 
advantag<s he ſharcd in/thcir Booty, as to re- 
tain always about him a conſiderable number 
ot People fit tor any Enterprize : and not con- 
tent barcly to receive them, but whenſoever 
he found a man above the common Level, 
would covet and cheriſh him by ſuch favours 
and*prelents as bound him tatt to himfelt : he 
had treatcd after this ſort a certain Captain by 
Birth a Norman, and named Facques Pierre,and 

{0 
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{o excellent in his profcſſion, that all others 
held it their Glory to proceed by his Rules and 
Example; a man whoſe manners had taken 
no imprel{1on trom the barbarity of that courſe 
of lite, who having purchaſed wherewithal to 
fubſilt, had reſolved to quit it, albeit in the 
Flower of his age, and had made choice of the 
Duke of $avoy's Territory for his retreat, who 


being a Prixce taken with every extraordinary / 


Talent,and ſo much an abler Judge from what 
timfelt poſſeſt of Natures bounty, knowing 
this Corſair to have the repute of one of the 
bravelt Men living,vouchſatt him leave to ſet- 
tle himſelf in Niſz. All ſorts of Maritine Peo- 
ple, trom Soldicrs and Officers to the Seamen, 
that frequented thatCoaſt,made their ordinary 
Court to the Captain, his Counſils were their 
Oracles, and he was Sovereign Arbiter of all 
their Differences, and was yct agreater Suk= 
zect of their Wonder that he could be able to 
relinquiſh a profeſſion wherein he was fo great 
a Maltcer, and which of all others was fo hard 
to quit : 'of this number was one Vincent Ru- 
bert de Marſeilles who happencd to touch in 
Stcily, where the Duke of Offuna Govern- 
ed as Vice-Roy, was by the kind treatment he 
received, induced to put himſclf into Ins Ser- 
vice; The Duke having heard that this Roberz 
had been a Comrade of the ſaid Captains, 
would familiarly complain to him that his 
Frict# 
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Friend ſhould prefer the Country of the Duke 
of Savoy to his Government tor his retreat z to 
his complaint he added the higheſt teltimonies 
of his cfteem of the Courage andExperience of 
that Captain in Sea-matters,and finitht his dif- 
courſe with aſſurance to ſpare nothing that in 
him lay to invite to his Court a Perfon of fo 
Robert with great Joy em- 
barkt in this Afﬀair, which being managed with 
ſo generous advances on the Dukes part, the 
Captain was in the end vanquiſht, and tranf- 
ported himſclt with his Wite and Family into * 
Sicily, where living, conſtantly entertained 
with a proſpect of the Sea he became daily 
Ic{s Maſter of his Inclinations to that Element. 
The Vicc-Roy had newly built fcvcral beau- 
tiful Gallzons, and it happened that a party 
of Turkiſh Veſlcls of great Value being on 
their Voyage with a very ſlender convoy, this 
temptation the Captain had not power to 
withſtand 3 and he found no cauſe to repent 
him, for that he took in that attempt an in- 
crcdible booty, the major part whereof the 
Duke (who trom thence forwards entertained 
him with the Indearments of a Brother) be- 
towed on him.,on conditiun he would accom- 
pany tim to Naples to which Government che 
Kings Toſ{tructions had ordaincd tim,and that 
he would 'make a Voyage to Provence , and 
Ja to draw wmto toy ill the able 
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Mariners of his acquaintance upon that Coaſt ,j,c 
The Captaim;obeys him, and returns with ; g,, 
number ſufficient to man five large Veſſels tha pri 
appertained immediatcly to the Vice-Roy 3 9 ;ax 
this Squadron he was made Commander i (C1 
chict, with which he Pillaged uncontrouled al hy 
_ Iſlands and Coaſts of the Levant,and finiſh pl: 
is firſt expedition with a Famous Eattl }jc 
whercin. he took and ſank a confiderabl $; 
Squadron of Turks Galleys. *Twas abou jn 
that time that the Marquis of Bedamar com: to 
municated his purpoſe to the Duke of Ofſiena th 
with full afſurance of his xcadine(s to Embark »% 
with him : The Duke, that aſpircd to the 9 
Dominion of choſe Seas, wiſhed nothing with © 
{o much ardour as the ruine of the Venetians, 4 
who were his only powertulRivals,and could x 
diſpute their Title with more obſtinacy than v 
the Turks, He therefore confers with the « 
Captain touching the Aﬀair,obviating allo the 
difhcultics which the Captain believed were - : 
not Invincible,and after ſeveral days of fecret | 
Conterence he leaves Naples abruptly, and in 
an Equipage that betrayed both great haſte 
and fcar; the Vice-King diſpatches Pcople in 
his purſuit to all Quarters,but the way he had 
taken, with Order to take him dcad or alive 3 
his Wife and Children were trom that day ta- 
ken in'o Cuſtody and treatcd with all appcar- 
ing Cruclty, his cllate became conhlcatc, _ 
the 
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Coaſt. the Dukes diſpleaſure thundred with ſo much 
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fury that the whole City of Naples was ſur- 
prized notwithſtanding their long acquain- 
tance with his violent temper : and now the 
Captain appearing alſo no lefs enraged than 
the Duke,gave an cafic Argument for the Peo- 
pl! bdlict of the Miſunderſiancding, who be- | 
licved he had practiſed ſomething againſt the 
Spaniſh Intereſt 3 or that of the Dukes Detigns 
in particular. In the mean time he returns 
to his firft retreat 3 the Duke of Savoy was at 
that time in a declared War with Spain, and 
was famed for one of the moſt generous men 
of that age: and albeic he had publiſhc his dil- 
pleaſure at the Captains leaving his protection 
for a retreat in Siczlyz yet that did not diſcou- 
rage his preſcnting, himſelf at theDukes teet,to 
whom he made many falſe reports of Defigns 
of the Vice-King, ayainſt the Republick of 
Venice, full of imaginary Horror, but without 
any manner of agreement with the true pur- 
pole, and that b*licving he could not with ho- 
nor engage therein, he had meditated his and 
his fanulics cfcape from Naples : But having 
notice that the Vice-Roy had received Intelli- 
gence of his purpoſ:,he had been conltraincd to 
fly in that miſerable E.quipage to eſcape his fu= 
ry.,and to abandon all that was dear to him in 
the world to the diſpctition ot the molt cruel 
man living :; the Duke of Savoy was touched 
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with pity at-theMclancholy recital,8& receive 

him with open arms He told the Corfair 

that his Intereſts being ſiraitly twiſted with 

thoſe of the Republick,he thought himſelf ac: 

comptable for the Service he had rendred to 

their common Intercſt, in caſe the Venetian; 

ſhould be cold in thcir Acknowledgements; He 

alſo added, that it imported that the Senate 

ſhould be inſtructed from his own Mouth of 

the Dcligns of the Dake of Ofſ#na, and after 

having exhorted him in a couragious ſupport- 
ing his affliction, having cquipt him with all 
neceſlaries, and made him a noble preſent,dil- 
patcht him towards Venice with his Letters of 
Credence and Recommendation. The Veneti- 
ans were not leſs afte&ed than the\Duke of 
$avoy, the flight, the tears, the poverty, the 
deſpair , the abilities, the exploits, the 
hopes that he would draw to them that great 
number of brave men that he had conducted 
to the Duke of Ofſiens's Service; but above all 
the Dcfigns he revealed of that Dukes which 
he had invented as plauſible as was neceflary, 
all theſe circumttances ſpoke ſo Eloquently in 
his favour,that they immediately gave him the 
Command of aShip. HowbcitCoxtarize theAm- 
bafſador atRome did.remon(trate, that in con- 
ſideration of his coming, from the Vice-Roy, 
he was by no means to be trultedz but fear 
having, wrought in thcSpirits of the Venettans, 
| 4945 
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the uſual effe& of Belief, Ropt their Ears to 
that prudent Advice. *Twas not long er'e 
the Fleet put out to Sea,and the Captain, who 
conſidered of what Importance it was to 
ſignalize himſelf, took {ſo many Prizes upon 
ſeveral Commiſſtons he had received to pur- 
ſue them; that upon his return from that Ex- 
pedition they added eleven Sayl of Ships to 
that he had. Of theſe happy ſucceſſes he gave 
an Account to the Duke of Ofſuna, finiſhing 
his Diſcourſe in theſe words. It thele Pan- 
taleons proved in their eaſy Faith, as they 
have begun 3 I dare affure your Excellency, 
my Lord, that I ſhall loſe no Time in this 
Country, He writ alſo at the fame time to 
his ſeveral Comrades he had left at Naples, 
to draw them to that Service z which he found 
no difficulty to debauch 3 the Vice-Ring, 
upon his Flight, teigning, to hold them all in 
ſuſpicion, Treating them now as 11 as be- 
fore he had bcen kind : He made alfo great 
complaint of the Republiques proteQing the 
Captain, and in Revenge, gave Sanctuary 
to {cveral of the Uſcocks that the Venetians 
had chaſed from theit Habitations. By 
Virtue of his Protection, they began a Trade 
of Privatecring 3 took a great Veſſel bound 
from Corfu to Venice ,” and. ſold thcir Booty 
publickly under his Standard 3 He violated the 
treedom of Ports, and made vcry conlide- 
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rable Reprizals upon very ſlender Motive, 
and diſputed the Orders he received from 
Spain tor Reſtitution of what he had Seized; 
and publiſht a Manifeſt to juſtify his Diſobe. 
dience, He ſent alſoa great Fleet to Cruize 
in the Adriatique , and cauſed to enter in 
Triumph into Naples the Prizes that were 
made upon the Vexetians. In bricf, he ruined 
their Commerce at the coſt of the Neapolitans 
themſclves, who were intereſſed , and the 
Farmers of the Revenue of that Kirigdom; 
offering, to make complaint thereof, he for- 
bade them on pain of Death. There being no 
declared War between Spain and the Repub- 
Iique, the Venetians became jultly aſtoniſhed 
at a proceeding ſo irregular : the Major part 
imputed it only to the bare extravagance of 
the Duke of Ofſunaz but the Wiſer ſort, who 
knew there was nothing of ſo important Uſe 
as the dextercus and politick management 


of ſuch People, had deeper conjectures, and - 


that the Spaniard ſerved himſclf of the Ca. 
pricio's of the Duke, in order to ſuch pro- 
ccedings , as they would neither avow or 
maint21n. 

His Familiar diſcourſes were,Surprizing of 
the Ports in Itria belonging to the Repub- 
lique. Pillzging their Iſlands, and alſo, if it 
were P:acticatle, to make a deſcant even up- 
on the City of Venice » the D:liga whereof 

he 


men' 
welg 
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he diſcourſed among his Courtiers, he cau- 
ſed exa&t Draughts to be made of the Works 
about it 3 alſo the Building of (ſeveral Barks, 
Brigantines, and other ſmall Veſſels, proper 
for all ſorts ot Channels : variety of Experi- 
ments were allo made, to diſcover what 
weight cach depth of ' Watcr could ſuſtain, 
& hc invented every day newEngines to dimi- 
nith the weight and facilitate the motion. The 
Venetian Reſident at Naples punctually ac- 
counted hereof to the great deſpair of the 
Marqueſs of Bedamar, who bcgan to repent 
him of having joyned himfclf with ſo weak 
a Man : But the iſſue undeceived him. The 
Vice-Roy proceeding, with all this Pomp and 
Noiſe, gave the Vexetians cauſe to contider 
him in ridicule; even their Wiſeſt Senators 
could by no means imagine, that any ſolid fe- 
crct could be masked under the difyuize of 
ſo much A ppearance and Publicity. The 
Duke continned his preparations with the 
fame Vigor, whilit no body took the leaſt 
notice or ſuſpicion 3 and the ſame Indiſcreti- 
on that was held ruinous to the Enterprize, 
did more advance it than all the cautionand 
circumſpection of the Marquis of Bedamar. 
Howdei:, the Marquis judged it neccflary to 
haſter. the Execation, cicher from a reaſon ot 
not giving the Veretians leilure to make Re- 
flections, or from the hazard to which his|pcr- 
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fon was daily expoſed. The Venetian Fleet 
having upon an Expedition offered Battle to 
the Spaniards, which refuſing, they plunders 
ed the Coaſt of Apulia this ſucceſs begat (o 
inſolent a Joy among the baſer-people, That, 
but for the Protection of the' Guards that 
were ſent in his favour, they had afſaflined 
the Ambaſſador with his whole Family. About 
the ſame tirne he received News from the 
Camp before Gradiſque, which Relieved him 
upon that accidentz Renault adviſing him 
that he found theirSpirits ſo happily diſpoſed, 
that the Negotiation was ſpeedily effected. 
The Ambaſſador had ordered him to viſit Mi- 
lan before his return, where Dox Pedro recct» 


ved him with all the Carefſes great Men pra- 


Etiſe for the amuſcment of ſuch as Sacrifice 
them(clves in their Service:They concluded to- 
gether, That it would much Import them to 
take poſſeſſion of ſome Town in the Continent 
at the ſame time they ſhould ſurprize Venice, 
which ſhould be a Bridle on the other Towns, 
ſerve as a place of Arms to the Spaniſh Ar- 
my that (ſhould March agaiaſt them; and 
be a checque to that of the Venetians, in 
Caſe they ſhould appear for their Relick. 
Renanlt Travelled through their Towns of 
chick importance, and ſojourned ſome time 
at Crema, in Order to the forming a Faction 
in that Gaxxiſon z which he cffeGed, and by 
: means 
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means of a French Lieutenant , named Feas 
Berard, an Italian Captain, and an Enfign 
that was a Prevencal, one that Don Pedro hzd 
already gained ; Theſe three engaged to r= 
ceive 500 Spaniards into the Town , and 
without giving the leaſt Jealouſy to the Ge» 
vernour, who wasa Venetian and to conceal 
them for the ſpace of eight days. 

Renault, on ſerious debate upon the place, 
concluded, That with that number of Men, 
the Deſign was infalliblez there being nothing 
to do, but to cut the Throars of a miſerable 
Garriſon, that had been drawn out oft the 
Country-Militia : all the Regular Troops of 
the Republique, being either in the Towns in 
Fryol, or upon Service in their Armies. 

The Duke of Ofſuna had made the Mar- 
ques de Bedamar of Opinion, That it would 
be neceſſary allo, to make themſelves Maſters 
of ſome Venetian Port upon the Gulph, wheres 
by to render the Uſcocks and the Arch-Duke, 
more Serviceablez and to be a retreat to the 
Spaniſh-Fleet, in Caſe any adverſe. accident 
ſhould neccſlitate them to ſeek a Port in thoſe 
Seas, after they ſhould be engaged. To this 
purpoſe they made choice of Maran, a ltrong 
Town upon an Iſland confining upon Ttris, 
and that had a Port capable to receive a great 
Fleet, An TJtalian, by name Mazza, that 
hadbeen a Serjeant- Major there, forthe ſpace 
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of 40 years, and had authority almoſt cqual 
to thc Governors, promiſed the Dukes Emil: 
ſary in Conhderation of a conliderable ſum 
of mony and the Command of the Place, to 
kill the Governor upon his firſt Order, and 
make himſclt Maſter of the Place for the Ser- 
vice of the Spaniards. 

This Dciign was as feaſible, as to engage in 
it : The Governor, who was the Commilſſary 
Lorenzo Theophilo, lived with him in great fa- 
miltarity 3 and, whercas the charge of Com- 
miſfary gave him much buſineſs upon that 
Frontier in time of War, he confided intirely 
on the Serjeant-Major, touching, whatſoever 
had relation to matters within the Garriſon, 
as being the molt experienced and ablz Officer 
upon the place. Afﬀeairs being ripened to 
this Pitch, the Ambaſſador thought it now 
ligh time, to fall upon finiſhing his peicez not 
but that more time might give him leiſure to 
add {till maturer degrees to the meaſures he 
had taken, but he alſo knew, That there was 
nothing ſo fatal as delay, in Afﬀairs of that 
nature, 

*Tis impoſſible that all the different means 
tnat conſpire to the proſperity of an Enter- 
prize ſhould be alcendent in one and the ſame 
moment 3 {ome change their Poſitions, whilſt 
o:Hers are preparingz and whoſoever is once 
ſo happy as to be able to unite a ſafficient 
number 
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number, it is a molt capiral error not to 1m- 

rove the critical minute of {o precious a con- 
jun&ure. It highly concerned the honour of 
the Crown- of Spain, that the Ambaſſador 
might not be convicted of having had the 
lealt hand in the Enterprize , in caſe it ſhould 
miſcarry 3 in contemplation whereot he re- 
ſolved to diſcover himſelf to none of the Con- 
ſpirators but Renault and the Captain : Nor 
had theſe two any Knowledg of eac' other 3 
they never waited on the Ambaſſador but by 
his own Order, and he was always carctul to 
appoint their Attendance, ſoas to avoid en*- 
countering 3 by which, had they chanced to 
be deteted, it would have been much to his 
advantage that they had no underſtauding 
together, 

Upon this Conſideration , he could have 
been well content that they ſhould manage 
their buſineſs apart, without the leaſt cogni- 
zance each of other, as they had hitherto pro- 
ceeded z but upon more deliberate thoughts 
he became convinced, that it was 1mpoſliblez 
and deſpairing utterly of ſucceſs in his Enter- 
prize, but by a perfect Union and Friend- 
ſhip between them, he reſolved to overcome 
that difficulty, how hard ſoever it appearcd. 
Albeit they were both men of Courage ad 
Diſcretion 3 Rexavlt valued himfclf principa!- 
ly upon the Conductive part, and to have fo 
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mcthodized his buſineſs, that the Execution 
WM was molt practicable, and the ſaccels Infal- 
IN | Iible. 

Wl The Captain on the other hand, being a 
Whit perſon of inere Youth and Vigour, ſtudied 
WII eſpecially to appear a Man of great Executi- 
on, and capable of acquitting him of the high- 
elt Relolations. To him the Marquels revcal- 
cd the ſeveral Negotiations of Renault 3 his 
Expericnce,that furniſht him withExpedients 
apaintt all accidents 3 his Eloquence. and Ad- 
Wil drcGG, in Order to the acquiring new Parti- 
ji | zansz his skill in Correſp ondence,fo very uſe- 
Wl ful in ſuch Negotiations, wherein it was of (o (0 

| great importance to be continually inftrucked res 
in the State of their Flect, Provinces, and Tl 
WI Armies; and That he concluded ſuch a Perſon +» th 
wh would prove of very great ſatisfaftion tothe g 


Captain, he being a Man of years and great tv 
Experience, who wanted ncither 'Courage . w 
nor Conltancyz howbeit, his Age and Profec(- tl 
ton claiming more of the Councellor than v 
te Soldier, rendred him uncapable of ſharing | 
with the Captain any part of the Glory of l 
the Execution. As toRenanlt, hc told him 


only, That the Captain was a Creature of the 
Duke of Offuna's which Duke being to be 
tze Principal Sharer in the Delign , there 
could be no reaſonable pretznce to conceal any 
ting trom Hs Contident a he conjured him 
t:1Cretore 
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therefore to condeſcend to the behaviour of 
the Corſair, as far f.rth as might be confiſtent 
with their purpoſe, and to treat him with all 
theReſpe& and Artitice as was neceſſary to ac- 
quire the love of a Man of Action, fierce 
and preſumptuous to the highelt degrece 

The Marquis of Bedamar having thus la- 
bourcd to diſpoſe theſe two Men to a friendly 
underſtanding, was much aſtoniſhed when he 
{aw them embrace each other with Teftimo- 
nies of extream Aﬀection, upon the very in- 
{tant of their Interview. 

There is no Canſtancy or Preſence of mind 
(o intire, that yields not to ſome impertect 
realonings upon Objects extreamly ſurpriting, 
The firſt judgment the Ambaſſador made, was, 
that he had beenbetrayedztor it having bcen his 
great care to hinder thc Conference of theſe 
two Men, he could not comprehend upon 
what Motive they ſhould conceal from hin 
their acquaintance together : But this Myſtery 
was ſoon revcaled when he came to under- 
ſtand, That their acquaintance aroſe from their 
having often encountred at a famous Greek 
Courtizan's Houſe, a Woman of cxtraordi- 
nary merit for one of her profdſion, whereof 
there could not be a greater Inſtance, than by 
her ſo religiouſly concealing the ſecret they 
had enjoyncd her to make of each others 
Name. 


This 
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This cxa&neſs of hers appearcd alſo ſo much Rens 


the more extraordinary by how much ſhe was 
not 1gnorant that they had conceived a reci- 
procal eſteem one of the other. TheAmbaſſador 
pertectly recovered of his Surprize, was ra. 
viſht to find fo ſtrict a Union, where he {6 
much wiſhet it: they avowed upon entring 
mto converſation, That they had reſpe@ively 
defign'd to engage each other in the Enter- 
prize. 

Having their thoughts continually agitated 
about this their Proje&, they happened ſome 
times amid(t their entertainments at thisGreeks 
to fall upon Diſcourſes of matters of that na- 
ture, talking of the Aﬀairs of the Times, of 
State, and War; which they did without ma- 
king any diſcovery,or indeed without the leaſt 
purpoſe thereof ; howbeit, they both confeſt 
ngeniouſly, in the preſence of the Ambaſſa- 
dor, That the warmth of their Debates had 
often tranſported them too far, and given too 
much Teliimony of their Sentiments. The 
Ambaſſador jintreated them thereupon , to 
mezke good uſe of that Refle&ion, tor their 
greater Circumſpection in the future, and co]- 
let from that Experiment, That to keep a 
great Aﬀt air truly ſecret,it is not ſufficient ei- 
ther not to ſa, or do any thing that may 
have the leatt relation thereto, but even to en- 
deavor to forget our own Impreſſions thereof. 
Renault 
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ach Renault proceeded to obſerve, That, fince 


Vas 


the rumours of Peace, that revived again 
about the Month of Fane, the Venetian Oth- 
cers had very ill treated the Forreign Troops3 
who, had they not been reſtrained by the 
Authority of Count Naſſaw , which dyed 
about that time, they had rendred but 
an ill Account of their Scxvice before 
Gradiſque; That the Venetian General, who 
had a yet worſe Opinion of them than they 
deſerved, had ſeparated them upon Polts, the 
moſt diſtant he could chooſe 3 That this Pre- 
caution had publiſkt the diftdence they had of 
their Fidclity, and put them into mutinyz and 
having inſolently refuſed to execute certain 
Orders of the Senate, the General had thought 
it his Duty to put to Death the principal 
Mutineersz That hc had confhin*'d their Ofhcers 
at Padua, and diſtributed the reſt into di- 
vers places of Lombardy , until they ſhould 
be able to pay them,and theRa titication of the 
Treaties ſhould permit their diſmiſlion. Re- 
4ault added, That the Licutenant of the Cornt 
deNafiaw,who was one of the principal of thoſe 
with whom he had dealt, had been confined at 
Breſcia.and that he had laid a Defign,by virtue 
whereot he would be able to deliver that 
Town 1nto Dox Pedy9's poſſcſiion : And that it 
was neceſlary to reſolve firſt upon this par ti- 
cular Aﬀair; for that the Licutenants Letters 

pre(- 
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preficd fora decifive Anſwer, The Ambaſſy, 
dor replyed, That it would not be neceſſary t/ , by 
give any Alarum on that fide, before the | 
were Maſicrs of Venice : Moreover , the 7 
ſhould not have occaſion for more than on he 
place in Lombardy > That they were ſure 6, c 
Crema, and that any other Enterprize woul| ut 
but divide their Forcesz That hitherto the = 
had entertained thoſe they had gained at thei. "P 
own Devotion, but that they relpited the Ex 7 ,; 
ecution upon various pretexts,and rather thy Na 
expoſe themſclves by the leaſt noiſe,*twould b 
betrer whol'y to decline that Propoſition! 1; 1 
Renault replyed, That belide that Lieute In 
nant, he had dealt with three Frexch Gentle the 
men, by Name, Durand, Serjeant-Major 0 ,;, 
Lieveſtines Regiment, Brainville and Brabe 
alſo with a Savoyard, named Terxon, that hac ,... 
been at the - Eſcalade of. Geneva, a Hollande Ty 
named Theodore 5 0ne Repillido, an Talia 1, 
Engincer; two other Jtalians that had for. 
merly had employmeat in the Arſexal, named ,,, 
Lewis de Villa Mezzana, Captain of Light ,,, 
Horſe, and William Retrofi, Lieutenant and 7, 
Captain Homvrat in Patma: That he had ( 
judged it neceſſury to open himſelt without + 
reſerve to theſe nine Perlons, who he had {6 
choſen, with ſuch Caution, that , he would 
pawn himſclt tor their Fidelity} That during jf 
his abode in the Camp they had gaincd above 
wo 
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two hundred Officers, That to theſe Officers 
ally, only 1ntimated, that the Ambaſſador had 


ry t 


the 


the 


ordered him to cndeavour to be ready in Venice 
to reſcue his Excellency from the fury of the 


'Pcople, whenſoever he ſhould have occaſion: 
' 0. That fince his return, he had received advice 
- 0. of the juſt number of Men, they might rely 
Ou upon 3 and that they did not proceed, but 
" upon methods very certain : That they depend 
2 on two thouſand at the leaſt of the Troops of 
_ Leiveſt#in, beſides three hundred of thoſe of 
ha Naſſaw} and that their Othcers were all ready 
Ibo depolite their Perſons as Hoſtages for their 
ON Fidelity: That at the begining of the Negoti- 
"TC ation , they had flattered their Soldiers with 
the hopes of leading them upon ſome Expedi- 
tion, when they ſhould be di {miſt the Service 
of the Republick, which ſhould abundantly 
recompence the miſerijces they had ſuſtained : 
That jt was not to be fuſpected that the fingu- 
larity of the Entcrprize would diſcourage 
' them, whenlocver it ſhould be neceſlary to 
publiſh it; That they were incenſt to that de- 
gree againſt the Senate, upon the ſcore of the 
1gnominious Treatinicnt they had received, 
that he did avow, that ſingle reaſon was ſuf- 
ficient to incite them to any fealible Defign 
for their Revenge : But that however, 4 
better concealment, they wonld not declare, 
"B it they thought it fit, until matters were (o 


"y ad- 
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advanced that there would be ſcarce any douht 
of the ſucceſs 3 and that, upon the Reſolution 
they had takea of exrolting the City to be 
Plundered, there would not be found one fig. 
gle Perſon ſcrupulous of enriching himſelf, by 
a way ſo ſure and ready, and of {pending the 
relt of his Life in caſe and plenty. 

The Marquis of Bedam ar, from the firſ 
thoughts he had conceived of this Enterprize, 
relolvedby no means to engage but upon aſure 
profpect of much more means than would be 
neceſſary to the cffeQting it 3 and that theſe 
alſo ſhould be (o independent and dilingaged, 
that the failure of cither ſhould in no ſort in- 
fluence the remaining Expedients : hereupon 
he omitted not to take his meaſures with the 
Duke of Ofiena, for a ſupply of Men, albeit he 
was in no doubt of Don Pedro*'s complement, 
or of Renawlts ſucceſs, in his underſtanding 
with the HollandersOfficers. He having treat- 
ed upon cach of theſe three Points with ſuch 
proſpect of ſecurity, as implycd not the leaft 
Aſſurance from either two,and as though they 
were to reſult in three different Enterprizes, 

It now imported to know preciſely in what 
time the Duke of Ofſ4zz would be able to put 
into Vexice the Mcn he demanded 3 but that 
Duke not always taking ſo certain meaſures 
aS to beget an implicite relyance on a naked 


Promiſe in a matter of (© great importance as 
well 
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well as difficulty, it became needful to diſpatch 
a Perſon that (ſhould be capable to Judge upon 
the place,how far he was able to comply with 
his word. The Captain could not be abſent 
from Venice unremarkt, and Renaults prelence 
was indiſpenſably neceſlary3they therefore re- 
ſolved Bribe ſhould be their Envoy,one of the 
French Gentlemen, with whom Renaxlt had 
negotiated at Friol : But this Gentleman ha- 
ving received Commiſlion from the Republick 
to raiſe Soldiers during his preparation for his 
Journey,they concluded it of more ule that he 
ſhould proſecute that Imployment, and re- 
ſolved upon one Lawrence Nolot, a French 
Comptoi's, the ſaid Captains Comrade, who 
departed upon Newyears day 1618. The 
Marquis of Bedamar thought it alſo now high 
time to cxplain himfelt with the Spaniſh 
Counctlz To anticipate therctore their own 
demand of being enlightned in the Aﬀair, he 
ſends them his Project the moſt intelligible and 
circumſiantiat he was able: And whereas he 


- was wc<ll acquainted with the flow delibera- 


tions of that Court, he pretelicd, by a ſpeci- 
al diſpatch to the Duke of Lerma, that he 
would have an Anſwer ſpeedy an41 decifivez 
and chat the danger in which ic was, made it 
juſt to explain himſelf in cnofe abfolu:c terms; 
an 1 that in caſe they detained his Courier a= 
bove eight days, he would interpret the rc- 

tardment 
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tardment as anOrder wholly to defiſt. He recei. 
ved an Anſwer within the time he demanded, 
howbeit not fo full & determinate as he hoped: 
They f1gnified that in caſe he ſhould incur dan- 
ger by delay, that then he might proceed3but,if 
it were poſhble, they paſſionately delired to 
have firſt before them a taithful and ample 
State of the Republick. The Ambaſſador 
being prepared tor that Subje@, was not long 
in providing a Relation ſo exquiſite, that the 
the Spaniards called it the Maſter-piece 
of their Politicks. It was not . known upon 
what Deſign he tramed itz howbeit, ſuch as 
have ſcen it find nothing therein that is not ad- 
juſtcd to the Delign. It begins with an Elo- 
quent complaint of the difhculty of that Work 
by reaſon of the profound ſetrecy of the Go- 
vernment he was to deſcribe 3 he then falls 
upon encomiums of that Government; but 
the Elogy he made, regarded more the firſt 
Aze of the Republick, than the preſent State. 
From their praiſes he falls upon a general Diſ- 
courſe, equally fad and elegant, of the de- 
plorable Cordition of humane things, wherc+ 
of the moſt excellent are moſt incident to 
Corruption 3 fo the wiſeſt Laws of that State 
by the abuſe they had ſuffered, had been the 
Original Cauſes of its preſent Deformit y: 
That, that of her Laws, which intirely. ex- 
cludes the pcople trom cognizance in Afﬀeairs, 
had 
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- had introduced a Tyranny of the Nobles 3 


and that which ſubjected the Eccleſiaſtical 
Power to the Cenſure of the Soveraign Magi- 
ſirate, was the foundation of that looſneſs of 
the People of Venice in relation to the Court 
of Rome, ſince the conteſt of the Republick 
with that Court : He Illuſtrates that looſneſs 
by the Impiety it was reported the Hollanders 
committed with impunity in Fryoh; and parti- 
cularly declaims againſt their having buricd a 
Perſon of Quality of their Nation, named 
Reynold Brederode, inthe Charch of the Ser- 
vites of Venice, notwithſtanding he was a 
Calvinift, In that Article he takes occafion 
gravely to tax Fra. Paoblo, without mention 
ot his Name, for that it was he that inſpired 
the Senate with that Reſolution. He won- 
dred how the People, being no longer tyed to 
their Obedience to their Prince by the Obli- 
gations of Religion, violated ſo many ways to 
their Faces,could yet ſupport the dreadful Vex- 
ations they lay under. He minutely repreſented 
their Grievances, and without exaggeration 
made them appear intolerable. He proceeded 
to diſcover to them, That neither the Honour 
nor the Lives of the People were leſs at the di(- 
cretion of their Maſters than theix Eſtates; 
and that the Genious of the Nation being led 
as It was to Luſt, Avarice, and Revenge, it 
's no wonder it thoſe that live under a Go- 
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vernment of. that nature ſhould be opprett by 
their Maſters. In fine, he examined the 
State of thcir Senatc, of their Provinccs, and 
Armies. In thcir Scnate he remarkt Faction, 
and Diviſion 3 he ſcrupled not to obſerve. to 
them the diſcontents of many of their 'No- 
bles 3 he repreſented the deſolation of fome of 
their Provinces by the Cruel War with the 
Uſeocks,and the poverty of others by contribu- 
ting to their Succor : That they had not three 
Officers paid in any of their Garrifons of Lom+ 
bardy, and that the Republick preſerved her 
Authority from the only reaſon of no bodies 
moving,. to ulurpit. As to their Axrmie, he 
made a faithful Relation of the ſeveral Mutt- 
- Nies 1n that by Land 3 and how they had dil- 
perſed the Factious in ſo great numbers, that 
the remainder was not to be confidercd but as 
a Rabble of an uſcle(s miſerable Militia, with- 
out cither Courage, Expcricnce or Diſcipline. 
As to their Naval Forces, they were become 
of late the Sanctuary of all the moſt infamous 
Pyrates of the Mediterranean 3 People un- 
worthy the Name of Soldiers, and of whoſe 
Service the Republick could no longer make 
any account, than whilltt they wantcd power 
to be able to turn their Arms egainlt her 
{clt. 
After having made this deſcription with 
ſuch Bcauty of Eanguage, and with ſo mar- 
vclous 
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velous a vigour of Expreſſion, he examiued 
what judgment ought to be made thereupon 
of the future State of that Republick, her 
Fortune, and Duration 3 and made it evident, 
and dc<ducible from the principles he had laid 
down, that it was now languiſhing 3 and that 
the Diſeaſe was ſuch as admitted no Criſis or 
amendment of the preſent Conſtitution, but by 
an intire reformation, 

Upon this Relation, the Council of Spain 
{et the Marquis of Bedamar at intire Liberty 
to proceed, without tying him up to any In- 
ſtrucions : And now Nolots delay, who was 
not yet returned, was the only clog to the 
buſineſs 3 and the Ambaſſador could not for- 
give himſelf the error he had committed in 
cxpoling an Aﬀair of that Nature to the Ca- 
pricio of the Duke of Ofſ#na, in whole tem- 
per {o ancient an Experience ought to have 
inſtructed him: delay being mortal in the pre- 
ſent conjunQure. 

After the Spaniard} had taken Verſcl, Gra- 
diſque became extreamly {iraitned by the 
Venetians and the Council of Spain found 
no expedient for its Safety but the renewing 
propofitions of Peace : There was therefore 
publiſht by Agreement at Madrid, a Writing 
containing the principal Articles; but the con» 
tinual diſorders of the Duke of Ofſ#usa obli- 
ged the Venetians to revoke the Powers 
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they had given their Ambaſſador, and to 
transfcr the Negotiation to France, where the 
Death of the Mareſhal & Ancre, had given 
them greater Hopes of Favour. 

The Peace was at length concluded the 6th 
of September, and the Governor of Milax 
held Conference ſome time after with Coxut 
Bethune at Pavia, in Order to the Exccution 
thereof,in Relation to the Duke of Savoy : But 


at the ſame tim ce the Governor omittednot to 


moleſt the Venetians, taking ſeveral places of 
theirs 1 Lombardy 3 whereof they made gc- 
+ ncral complaint , and were making greater 
preparations for War than -ever , until the 
Marquis of Bedamar complemented them upon 
the Peace in full Senate, and promiſed punQu- 
al Exccution of the re{pe&ive Articles: which 
he did, not ſo much in Obedience to his Or- 
ders fi om Spain, as from a willingnels to wipe 
out thoſe 11] Impreſſtons the Senate had taken 
of him in Relation to things paſt : Upon 
which conlideration he acquitted himfelt of 
that Duty with all the Ardour and Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy and Friendſhip imaginable; 
and the Vexetians, that but too, much wiſht 
what he had promiſed, blindly acquicſce and 
accord to a Suſpenhon of Arms 3 which ful - 
pcr:h1on was a cutting blow of the Spaniarsd, 
and the Malter-picce of thcir Ambaſſad or. 
( radiſque was at that tire liraitned to a de- 
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grec of not being able to hold out fifteen days, 
and in the mean time Holtihtics were yet to 
continuc for the ſpace of two Monthsz which 
time was Judged ſufhcient to perfect all Ra- 
tifications, and to diſpoſe things tor Execu- 
tion of the Treaty. It was a point of grcat 
Importance that the Town ſhould not yield 
within that ſpace 3 The Suſpgnſion therefore 
put it out of danger. And now tine Spaniards, 
whoſe Motive not being ſo ſtrong to prels the 
Execntion of the Treaty, were at Liberty to 
protract and ſpin out the time as ſhould belt 
ſuit with their Dcligns ; Howbcit, the Duke 
of Oſſ«u4a, compelled by Orders from Madrid, 
and at the Popes Inſtance, offered ſome ſhort 
time after, to make Reſtitution of the Veſlz:ls 
he had taken 3 but for their Merchandize, he 
knew not how it had becn diſpoſed of 3 not- 
withſtanding at the {ame time they were ex- 
poſed to Sale before the Face of the Venettas 
Reſident, and a powerful New Flect was at 
the ſame time fitted out to Cruize in the 
Adriatick. The Senate hereupon would have 
made complaint to the Marquis of Bedamar, 
which he anticipated by much greater of his 
ownz declaring that he could not be accounta- 
ble for the Actions of the Duke of Ofſieaz 3 
and That the King himfelf,thcir Maſter, would 
not avow themz That amidlt ſo many Fa- 
vours and kind Treatments, he received du- 
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ring his Miniſtry at Venice, The only diiplea. 
ſure he had conceived, was to find that they 
imputed the Condu& and Behaviour of that 
Duke wholly to his Counſels 3 wherein he ne- Fr 
ver had the leaſt Share : That from the fleu- *? 
derelt remarks upon the Duke of Ofſ#nua might 

be eafily colle&ed, That he had no other Guide Þ? 
than hisown Capricio 3 And as for his own 
part, they might alſo make a Judgment. of his ,, 
Temper and Diſpoſition, from the Peaceable \, 
proceedings of the Governor of Milan, .of 
whoſe preterment he gloried to have been the 
Author. 

It is true, That Governor exaQtly obſerved 
the Suſpenſion 3 howbeit, he continued itil] 
in Arms, which to render the more plauſible, 
he jucged it needful to contrive new Diſputes 
with the Duke of Savoyon pretext that the 
Troops diſmiſt by that Prince, were (till de- 
tained in the Country of YVaux, to attend 
there the compleat Execution of the Treaty 
Don Pedro therefore refuſed to the Count de 
Bethune todiſarm, as had been accorded at Pa- 
via, He allo obliged the Duke of Mantua to 
the ſame Reſolution, as far asit depended on 
him. The Count de Bethune publiſht a Proteſt 
againſt the m, and upon their refuſal retired : 
Which Proteſt was Anſwered by the Marquis 
of Bedamar, in the moſt colourable Terms 
he could invent. 
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It may caſfily be judged by theſe Occurren- 
ces of how much importance it was to haſten 
cowards Execution, it being ſo dithcule to 
preſtrve Aﬀairs in a polture which gave fo 
fair a promiſe of ſucces. 

In the mean time, the Duke of Ofſuna had 
not diſpatcht Nolotz and "the Ambatſador on 
the point of deſpair, ſent him Inſtructions to 
diſcover by all mcans poflible, what thould be 
the Cauſe 3 which'in the End came to be un- 
derſtood. 

Some time after the Captain had been en- 
tertained in the Venetian Service, the Duke, 
who would be inſtracted in the Afﬀarrs of 
Penice by varicty of Mcthods , diſpatcht after 
him an 1talian, by Name Alexander Spinoſa, 
who was to be a Spy on all Occurrences, and 
being a Stranger, was ſoon taken into Em- 
ployment amongtt the Crowd of other Soldi- 
ers of Fortune that demanded it. He had a 
ſtrong belict, thar the Dake had ſome great 
Enterprizc in Defign, but did not {aſpect that 
the Corſair had been the Conduttor of the 
Projet : Howbeit, he doubted 'whether the. 
Dukes diſpleaſure lay fo heavy on him as the 


World believed. Upon Spinoſ#s Arrival at Ve- 


nice, he had offered to the Vice-King to Pony- 
2rd the Captain, which the Vice-King retuſed, 
from the danger he would run in the Executt- 


On. Spinſa was a Man of Wit, and being ac- 
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quainted with the Duke, Judged, That in 
Caſc he had no ſtronger Motive of refuſal, the 


hazard of one Mans Life could be'no retard- 


ment to his Revenge : Nevertheleſs the Duke | 


gave him in Charge to obſerve the Actions of 
theCorſair;which he did citherto amuſeSpinoſa, 
or that theVice-King was of thole that intirely 
confided in no body, and waswilling to mark, 
how far Spinoſa's Account of the Captain, 
agreed, with the Captains own Letters. 

Spinoſa the better to acquit him of his Com- 
miſhon,mixes himſelf with ſeveral French Men 
he had formerly known at Naples, and much 
frequented the Captain at Venice : Theſe be- 
ing of the Conſpiracy, rendred an exa&t Ac- 
count to the Captain of Spinoſa's Dilquiliti- 
ons upon his Condud 3 They alſo diſcovered, 
that this Spy traced ſome Deſign of his own, 
and was debauching People into the Service of 
the Duke of Ofſuna. 

The Captain was in great Indignation, that 
the Dake ſcrupled to have an intire confidence 
in him 3 howbeit, was not at all ſurprizcd : 
He only conſidered that in caſe Spinoſa ſhould 
continue to Cabal, unleſs they had an under- 
ſtanding together, he could infeeble theirParty 
by dividing it, and there would be no prudent 
declaring himſelf to one that had Commiſli- 
on to be a Spy upon him, 


The 


F 


againſt the State of Venice. 57 
The Marquis of Bedamar, and Renault , 


* Judged alſo that they could not ſpare much 
* | time in providing a remedy to this Inconvent- 


ence, and after mature Conference upon the 
point, concluded there could be no ſecurity 
for them, but in Spinoſa's Death : He was 
one that would (ell his Life dear, in Caſe of 
an Attempt to aſſaſſin him 3 his Profeſſion 
keeping him in a continual Poſture of defences 
And the Captain was at laſt reduced to im- 
peach him to the Council of Ten, as a Spy of 
the Duke of Ofſiena's, after having eſlayed in 
vain all other means for his deſtruction, 

The French Men with whom he had had 
Converſation , framed their Depolitions fo 
Judiciouſly,and Circumſtantially, that he was 
apprehended, and privatly Stravgled the ſame 
day > all that he could exhibit to the Judges, 
in prejudice of the Captain, being invalid, as 
proceeding from his Accuſer, and not being a- 
ble to prove any thing he depos'd. 

This Afﬀair exceedingly augmented the 
Captains Reputation with the Vexetians, but 
was a {cnlible Atfliction to the Marquis of Be- 
damar , as being a uſetul intimation to them 
to obſerve more ſtrictly the Conduct of the 
Strangers entertained in their Service, 

The Duke of Ofſ«n2 learnt Spinoſa's Death 
upon Nolet's Arrival at Naples, and was not 
long in gueſſing at the Author, The diſ- 

pleaſure 
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pleaſure he conceived thereat, was exprelt ir 
his reſentment to the Marquisof Bedamar, thi 
he had not given him ſome advice thereupon; 
and the divers Refle&ions this accident crez- 
ted in his Spirit, reduced him to Terms 0 
the greatelt uncertainty what to reſolve on, 
In the mean time the Troops of Leiveſtein ha: 
ving mutined anew, were by Order of th: 
Senate, led to the Lazaretto about two Mile 
from Venice in the beginning of February. The 
Marquis: of Bedamar , fearing they might 
come to an accord with the Republick touch: 
Ing their Pay, and that thereupon they ſhould 
be compelled to depart , wrought with ſome 
of their Officers, that they ſhould rcfuſe the 
Terms were then offercd them, to improve 
the favourable occaſion of the vicinity of theſc 
Troops. 

Nolot was charged by an Expreſs, to rc- 
preſent to the Vice-King, that within the 
Term of that Month, they ſhould have near 
5000 Men at their Devotion. 

Nolot torgot nothing of his Duty, but the 
Vice-King , who had not yet pertecly dige- 
{ted his Choler, amuſed him ſo long, that at- 
ter fix weeks expectation, the Officers fearing 
leſt the Soldicrs ſhould be reduced by their ill 
Accommodation, to Treat without them 3 
came themſelves to*an Agreement by conſent 
of the Conſpirators, who could find no Ex- 
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Expcdient to prgvent it. Ten days after Nz- 
lit arrived with*the Dukes Reſolution , ſuch 
as they could wiſh, bur 1ddreft to Robert Bru 
" Laird, one of the Captain's Comradesz but the 
Ambaſſador and the Captain being, vigorouſly 
intent upon the Iſſue of their Intrigue, ex- 
h. prelt not the I:alt Concern at the Aﬀeont the 
"*. Dukedid them in that Addreſs. He adviſed, 
That he was now able whenſoever they thould 
defire it, to ſupply them with Barks, Brigan» 
'* tines & other (mall Veſſcls,adjuſied to thePorts 
and Channels of Venice, and in numbcr capa-* 
ble to receive 6900 Men if ic were _— 
Nolot had viewed the Troops and Veſlely, 
which were all in a rcady Poſture, and the 
Captain Ordered the Sounding of the ſeveral 
Depths of Water in the Ports and Channels 
that were to Conduct them to the Place of St. 
Mark , where they were to Land : for he 
having ſtore of Scamen at his Devotion, by 
reaſon of his Command, they without luſpi- 
cion, had free Paſſage to and tro through the 
ſeveral Channels as otten as they pleaſed 3 by 
which means it was very eaſy to take all ne- 
ccſſary Meaſur:s moſt exactly. © There only 
now reſted how to prevent the departure 
of Lieveſteins Troops, which to effect, there 
was no waut of Money 3 the rigour alſo of 
the Seaſon, was a reaſonable colour for their 
delay 3 the greateli part remained ttill at the 

| Lazarctto, 
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Lazaretto, and ſuch as had embarkt befy 
Nolot s Arrival, were entertained in ſever 
places at hand. 
To rclieve Renarlt and the Captain, amit 
the Cares of this buſineſs (which now gre; 
too heavy for them to ſupport) it was conch 
ded neceſlary,to take in cightcen more at leaf 
Men of Courage and Underſtanding , an 
ſuch on whom they might intirely rely; Th: 
compoſed this number, of nine of thoſe wit 
whom Rexaxl: had dealt at Fraol , and 
the principal of thoſe that the Captain ha 
invited from Naples 3 they were five Captain 
of Veſſels like himſclf, viz. Vinceat Robert 0 
Marſeilles, Laurence Nolot, and Robert Bru 
lard Cot whom mention hath been made al 
ready) the two laſt French Compto?*s, alſo on 
Laurence Brulard, and a Provincal , nam 
Anthony Faffier : there were alſo two Brother, 
Lorrainers, Charles and fohn Boleau, and an 
Italian named Fohn Rizzardo; (theſe, thre 
were excellent Petardiers) together with a 
French Man called Anglade, who had the Re: 
pute of one of the ableſt Fire-Maſtcrs of his 
time. 

The capacity of this laſt was ſo remarkable, 
that he had quickly obtained Liberty to pra- 
Qice- in his Profeſſion in the Arſenal, and by 
that mcans the two Petardiers his Comrades 
had free Entry : Belides theſe already mienti- 
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oned, there was one Villa Mezzana, and Re- 
troſl, who were of thoſe that Rexault had 
ained, and that had had imployment in time 


paſt; Theſe fix drew ſo exaCt a Plot of 


the Deſign, that thoſe that had never been 
upon the place, might have diſcourſed there- 


\ upon as Judiciouſly, as thofe'that Framed it. 


Theſe received alſo much Afliſtance in their 
Buſineſs, from two Officers of the Arſenal, 
that the Captain had drawn in they had ap- 
peared to him diflatisfyed with their Imploy- 
mentz were furniſht with Qualities pro- 
per for his Deſign, capable of engaging,if con- 
vinced of their Intereſt, and of complying 
faithfully, with whatſoever they ſhould Pro- 
miſe: The Iffue applauded the Judgment he 
had made,& he fo ſeaſoned hisComplements to 
them (which he expreſt on all occaſions with 
a conſiderable number of Spaniſh Piltols, 
which he had by him to diltribute) that they 
became charmed in a perfc& Obcdience to all 
he could command them. 

LD Anglade,and theſe two, had their Quar- 
ecrs in the Arſenal ; Renault had taken with 
himſclf ro the Ambaſſadors of Fraxce, three of 
his Friends, Bribe, Brainville, and Laurence 
Brulard ; the three Petardiers remained at the 
Marquis of Bedamars, who furniſhed them 
with Powdcr and other Materials and Infiru- 
ments neccſſary to employ them in their Pro- 

tion; 
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fcſſion, but without ever having any Commy: k 


nication with them : they had already mad: 
more Petards and Fire-Works , than they 
ſhould want; and the Ambaſſadors Palace 
was ſo filled, that it was not capable of Lodg: 
ing more : The Captain rcmained at his Or. 
dinary Quarters , but alone, to prevent ſu. 
{picion in caſe he ſhould be obſerved : And 
for the reſt, he had lodged them at the Cur- 
tizans, where he and Rexaxlt had their firſt 
Encounter. * The Eftecm and Friendſhip that 
{ucceded the Love they had had for that Wo- 
man, but eſpecially the Knowledg they had 
of her Adventure, gave them aſſurance they 
could not make a better Choice : She was of 
an Iſland of the Greeks, in the Archipelago 3 
and of Condition as Noble as was poſlible in 
a Country under the Government of Venice: 
He that Commanded there for the Republick, 
had it ſeems Debaucht her upon ſome great 
Promiſes, and afterwards cauſed her Father to 
be aſſaſlined, for cendeavouring to oblize him 
to comply with his Promiſe : The Woman 
thereupon, tranſported her felt to Venice, to 
demand Juſtice of the Murder; but to no 
purpoſe, and having in the purſuit ſpent the 
Jittle ſhe had, her Beauty repaircd now the mi- 

{cry it had occaſioned. 
People of Noble extraction (till form their 
xclentiments proportioned to theutr Quality, 
when 
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when reduced torProfeflions unworthy their 
Birth 3 She therefore became Raviſht upon her 
firſt notice of the Project of choſe two Friends, 
ind without reluctancy hazarded all in their 
Favour,and thereupon ſhe nircs one of the lar- 
geſiHouſes of the Town, and under colour of 
{ome Work was firſt to be done, removes but 
part of her Goods, to the end ſhe might have 
a reaſonable Pretext of {till keeping poſlcfſion 
of both, being not far aſunder. 

It was in theſe two Houſes, that cleven of 
the Principal Conſpirators had their Reſtdence 
near ſix Months, and as ſhe had freely recei- 
ved Viſits before from whatſoever Pleaſant 
Pcople, Strangers or Vexetians occalionally 
frequented her Houſez Yet now, leſt (o 
great a concourſe ſhould expoſe her Guelts to 
too much Obſervation, for more ſecurity, ſhe 
tkcigned her ſelf Indiſpoſed. 

Whaſloever has obſcrved with what reſpect 
Women of that Profcſhon are Treated in Tta- 
ly,will eafily conclude, That her Houſe by this 
means became moſt obſcure and ſolitary to 
all that had not bufineſs thither : The Con- 
ſpirators never went abroad but by Night,and 
to the end they might have that at liberty,they 
held their Aſſemblics by day, in which Aſſem- 
blics Renault and the Captain propoſed ſuch 
matters as had been debated with the Mar- 


quis de Bedamar, wherein the Opinion of the 
Com- 
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Company was conſulted together with their 
Reſolutions upon the Methods of Executing 
them. 

Whenſvever it imported them to viſit the 
Ambaſſador, they performed it with all re 


quilite Circumſpection in a Country and a' 


Conjuncture where Ambaſſadors Houſes were 
watched and obſerved, as it they had been fo 
many Encmies 3 and this more eſpecially. It 
had been a ſtanding Reſolution among them, 
thatit would be neccflary to reccive and 
conceal about a thouſand Men i1 the Ci- 
ty, before they came to Execution 3 But be- 
cauſe it would be dangerous to introduce 
them with their Armsz The Marquis of Be- 
damar had made Provilion of Arms for more 
than 500 Men, nor was there much difficulty 
indoing this witha pcrte& ſecurity, in regard 
Ambaſſadors Goxdola's were exempt trom Vi- 
fits of Ofhcers, trom whereſoever they ſhould 
come 3 and therefore nothing now remained, 
but 2 fit occalion to introduce the 1000 Men 
into the City without expoling then to obſer- 
vation. 

The Doge Donato diced, and they had cho- 
ſen in his 1icad, Anthony Priuli, whoſe Reft- 
dence was at that time at Friol, in Order to 
the duc Exccution of the Treaty. The Ge- 
ncra! by Sea had Order to-wait upon him with 
the Naval Armyz the Grand Chancellor aad 

Secre- 
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their Secretaries of State were to be more early than 


ting 


the reſt in their Addreſſes to preſent him with 
the Dacal Bonnet 3 Twelve of the Principal 
Secretaries wete to follow as Ambaſſadors of 
the Republick, every one by himſelt, in a 


\ Brigantine Armed and magnihicently cquipt 


with a Noble Attendance 3 The Senate it (lt 
was to goin 4 Body, and receive him far at 
Sea upon the Bucentarr , and Conduct him to 
the City with all that Pomp : Now becaulc it 
rarely happens that their Dukes upon theit 
EleRion are abſent from the City, that Cerce 
mony had drawn together an infinite number 
of curious People. 

The Marquis of Bedarhrar, that foreſaw all 
this, upon the firſt notice of the EleEtion of 
Priul;,, ſent Noloe a {<cond time to Naples , 
with Order to get diſpatcht in his preſcuce,6c 
with all poſſible diligence,the Brigantines, &c. 
of the Duke of Offuna3 and to prevent all 
Colour for delay, The Captain had in Charge 
to preſent the Duke with an cxact Plot or 
Project of the Execution, and above all, to 
account to him what had happened at Venzce, 
during Nolots firſt Voyage. 

Che Captain therefore rehnes upon that 
Precaution, and being willing to deal with 
the Vice-kings humour , by variety of Mc- 
thods, repreſented That they had not concei- 


ved the leaſt reaſon of Complaint againit his 
Excellen- 
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Excellency, finiſhing his Addreſs with theſe 
words: 

I accuſe the negligence of Nolot, for ſo te 
dious a delay at Naples for I cannot doubt 
but if he had made juſt Repreſentation of Af 
fairs, your Excellency had quickacd his di 
{patch 3 He muſt needs therefore, have mad: 
demand of mony, or ſomething equivalent 
howbeit, he had expreſs Orders to the Con 
trary : And 1 do engage to hold Venice yet fit 
Months in my Power, if it be neceflary, tc 
attend your Excellencies great effect 3 provi 
ded, you diſpatch away the Brigantines, up- 
on Nolots Arrival, with the 6000 Mcn you 
have offered. 

This Letter is of the 7th. of April bein 
the day of Nolots departurc. . 

In the mean time, Renamlt brought intc 
Venice all the Officers of the Troops they had 
gained , that they might Survey the City, 
and acquaint themſelves with their reſpeCive 
Poſts, tothe end there might be no diſorder, 
when they ſhould come to Execution. Bctore 
they departed, they had made choice of 1000 
Men out of the Hollands Troops, to be ready 
to March at day-break 3 and that the abſence 
of this 1000 Men might be leſs remarkable, 
they cautiouſly pick them out here and there, 
as they lay difperfcd about the Country: And 
the better to accommodate this number every 
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ſingle Officer hired what Lodgings he could, 
without giving occaſion of ſuſpicion, telling 
their Holts they were for Strangers that came 
to ſee the Solemnityz and as to the Officers, 
they conceal'd themſelves among the Curtt- 
zans, where, upon Terms of good payment, 
they were more ſecure than they could be elle- 
where. 
There remained nothing now, but to frame 
a Scheme.of the Execution, which the Mar- 
quis of Bedamar, Renault, and the Captain, 
concluded together ſhould be as follows. 
Upon the cloſe of the ,Evening, thoſe of 
the 1000 Soldicrs, that were cotne un- Armed, 
ſhould repair and furniſh themſclves at the 
Ambaſſadors, 500 of them ſhould draw up 
in the place of St. Mark, to_be headed by the 
Captain : The beſt part of the remaining 
five hundred ſhould joyn with Renavlt, 
near the Arſexal; and the reſt ſhould poſleſs 
themſelves of all the Barks, Gondolas, and 
other like Veſſels at the Rialto; with thele- 
they ſhould haſten with all diligence to tran- 
ſport near 1000 Soldiers more of the Troops 
of Leiveſtein,that were ſtill at the Lazarerto:du- 
ring which Paſſage they ſhould Govern them 
ſelves with all the filence imaginable 3 to the 
end they might got give the Alarum till chat 
Party ſhould be joyned : Howbeit, in cafe of 
neceſſity, and that they ſhould perceive th m* 
E 2 {ec ves 
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{clves to be diſcovered,then the Captain ſhould 


Retrench himſelf in the place of St. Mark; 


Renault ſhould make himſelf Maſter of the 
Arſenal, as ſhall be deſcribed : and upon h:- 
ring two pieces of Canon, (which fhall be 


hs r a Signal to the Brigantines of the Duke 
(dt) | of\Oſſ#na.that were to be in readineſs to enter 


tha Port ) The Spaniards then ſhould ſupply 
the want of the Troops that were to be tran- 

oo 
In cafe they ſhould not be obliged to de- 
clare dyring their Paſſage, then, upon the 
Landing of the Hollands Soldiers, at the place 
of St. Mark, the Captain ſhould joyn 500 of 
thoſe to the 500 he had with him, which the 
Sexjeant- Major Daraxd (ſhould command ; 
which 10co Men ſhould be ranged in Battalia 
in the place, whilſt the Captain with 200 
ſhould poſſeſs himfſelt of the Dwcal Palace,and 
eſpecially of the Armory that was there ; as 
well to furniſh their own Wants, as to pre- 
vent the Enemies fupply. 100 others, under 
the Condudt of Bribe, ſhould make them(elves 
Maſters of the Secque; and another 100 un- 
der Brainville, of the Procuratie , by the Afli- 
ſtance of a Party they ſhould warily intro- 
duce into the Bell-Tower the ſame day: Theſe 
latt ſhould remain as a Corps of Guard in the 
Tower, during the Progreſs of the Enter- 
prize, to the End they might not roll the 
Alarum. 
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Alarum. The Entries of all the Streets ſhould 
alſo be defended by Corps of Guard, where 
they ſhould alſo have Artillery planted to 
Command the Streetsz and till they could be 


ſupplied out of the Arſenal, they ſhould take 


ſome out of the Gallyfoiſt of the Council of 
Ten, which was near at hand, and would rc- 
quire no dithculty to ſcize. 

In all the places they ſurpriz'd, and where- ' 
in they placed Corps of Guard, they ſhould 
put eyery Man to the Sword and during 
theſe divers Methods of Execution , round 
about St. Marks Place , the Serjeant-Major 
ſhould continue in Battalia in the midſt, with 
the reſt of the Troops, All this Progreſs 
ſhall be made with the leaſt noiſe poflible. 
Then they may begin to give the Alarum, by 
applying the Petards to the Gates of the Ar- 


ſenal : upon which noiſe, the eight Conſpi- 


rators, that had laid down the Draught, and 
that (hall be within, ſhall apply fire in (everal 
places thereof , by the help of the Artificial 
Fire-Works thev had prepared for that pur- 
poſe at the Ambaſſadors, as thcy had the Pe- 
tards : and then they ſhall Ponyard the Prin- 
cipal Officers. 

Herein there will be no dithculty, in the 
Contuſion which the Fire and the Noile of the 
Petards will bring among(t them 3 eſpecially 


they not being ſuſpected by their Othcers. 
E. 3 They 
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They ſhall afterwards joyn with Rexazlt,upon 
whole Entry, they ſhall put all co the Sword ; 
and the Soldiers then ſhall tranſport the Ar- 
tillery to the ſeveral places of Importance a- 
bout the Town. viz at Arena de Mari, to 
the Fontego de Redeſchi, to the Magazins, to 
the Clock-Tower of the Procuratie,to the Ryal- 
to, and other Eminencies, from whence they 
might be able to batter the Town t6 Ruines, in 
caſe of Reſiſtance, Whilſt Ren anlt 15 attempt- 
ing the Arſenal, the Captain ſhall force the 
Prifon of St. Mark, giving Arms to the 
Priſoners, killing alſo the Principal Senators ; 


and ſuch as are appointed ſhallTet the Town 


on Fire in aboye forty ſeveral Places, the moſi 
remote one fromanother that might be, to bc- 
get the greaterConſternation. 

In the-mean time, the Duke of Ofſuns's 
Party 'of Spaniards, having underſtood the 
Signal which ſhall be given upon Maſtering 
the Arſexal, will Arrive, and Land alſo at the 
Place of St. Mark, diſperfing themſelves im- 
mediately into all the Principal Quarters of 
the City, viz. St. Georges, the Fews Quar- 
ter, and others under the Condu@t of the 
nine other head-Confpirators ; whilſt nothing 
ſhall be Proclaimed but Liberty. 

And. after Execution of theſe Orders, the 
Pillage ſhall be free 3 exempting only Stran- 
gers, from whom nothing ſhall be Plundered, 
on 
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on pain of Death 3 refuſing Mercy to none 
but to (ſuch as ſhall reliſt. 

Nolot found things in fo proſperous cond!- 
tion upon his Ayrival at Naples, That the 
6200 Men Embarkt the next day, under Con- 
dud of one Elliot an Engliſp Man. To prc- 
vent all occafion of Suſpition, the Duke of 
Ofluns Ordered his great Fleet to tetch a very 
large Compaſs before they ſtood their true 
Courſe; but he diſpatcht Elliot and the Bri- 
gantines by a ſhorter Cut. 

Upon the ſecond day of their departure 
this little Fleet meets with a Squadron of Py- 
rats of Barbary, which attacque them 3 and 
they being rather equipt for the convenient 
Carriage and Accommodation of their Soldi- 
ers, than for a Pattle, were cxtreamly preft 
by the Moors Artillery, whoſe Veſſels were 
Yarer and better Armed : And notwith(tand- 
ing the great numbers of People that were 
crowded on Board thoſe of Naples, much in- 
commoded them in their defence : yet, being 
all choice Spaniards, they would have given 
the Enemy fo brisk an Attacque with their 
Swords, whenſoever they had Boarded, that 
the Pyrats would poſſibly have repentcd their 
having obſtructed their Voyage, but a violent 
Storm came up and ſeparated them in the 
heat of their Engagement, 


E 4 The 
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The little Fleet was ſo Shattered, that they ;jq 


would not be in Condition to put to Sea again {© | 


in ſome time 3 And the Marquis of Bedamar, | 


upon advice hereof, finding he could not pre- | 


vent the Solemnity they were preparing at 
Venice , aſſiſted there in Perſon, in a more 
Splendid manner than any body : He protelt- 
ed in a full Aſſembly of the Senate, making 
his Complement to the New Duke, That the 
particular Joy he had expreſſcd at his Exalta- 
tion, ſprung from an aſſurance that his Sere- 
nity would retain upon the Throne, the ſame 
favourable inclinations towards the accom- 
pliſhment of the Peace he had ſo lately ex- 
prelt at Friol. 

After this Audience,he {ent to Renault & the 
Captain, of whom he immediately demanded 
if they judged it neceflary wholly to decline 
the Enterprize ? To which, they replied, That 
they were uot only on the contrary Opinion, 
but that none of their Companions had diſco» 
vered le(s Conſtancy upon the diſgrace of the 
Fleet, than it they had Arrived in fafety 
and that they were generally diſpoſed to take 
all neceſſary meaſures to preſerve their Party 
in the belt Poſture, in expectation of ſome 
more favourable ConjunCture. 

The Ambaſlador, who had made this Pro- 
poſition with much Relucancy, upon theirs 
Auſwer embraced them with Tears of Joy 

| | in 


we 
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they )in his Eyes 3 and told them (with a freedom 


Zan 


nar, | 
Pre- |* 


P at | 
1Ore 
elt= 
ing 
the 
ta- 


ſo Emphatical as would have fortifred the 
weakelt heart, and inſpired with Courage and 
Bravery the moſt affrighted Spirit) That great 
Revolutions , which in Vulgar Afeairs are 
Subjc&ts of Surprize, are the Natural and 
Common Contingencies of extraordinary En- 
terprizes ; That theſe are the only Tryals of 
our Fortitudez and We are then only capable 
to conclude our (elves qualified for great De- 


* ſigns, when we have once ſtood the Shock of 


3 Defeat with Conſtancy and Tranquillity. 
Hereupon, it was reſolved between the Mar- 
quis and his two Conhidents, That the Execu- 
tion ſhould be Reſpited until the Feaſt of 4- 
ſcenſion, which was not far off, and was the 
greateſt Solemnity of Venice: That in the 


mean time, they ſhould continue the Troops 
in their reſpective Quarters, by farniſhing 


them with all the Conveniences they could de- 
fixez and That there ſhould be no want of mo- 
ny to be diſtributed amongſt the Officers for 
that purpoſe: That of 3oo of them, which 
were received into Venice, they ſhould detain 
the Principal among them as Hcſtages for the 
Fidelity of the reſt, and return the inferior 
Officers to their reſp«&ive Commands; as 
well to preſerve. the Soldiers in their Obedi- 
ence, as to leflen the number in the Town ; 
leſt ſo many Ofhcers ſhould miniſter occaſion 
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of Suſpicion. That they ſhould provide the 
the moſt agreeable Entertainments and Di- 
verſions they could for thoſe that remained, 
for their amuſement : and to the end they 
might not be at leiſure if it were poſſible to 
make reflection upon the preſent Poſture of 
Aﬀeairs ; That the twenty principal Conſpira- 
tors ſhould have a watchful Eye upon their 
Motions and Behayiour , and to oblige the 
Republick to conſent to the retardment of the 
Troops of Leiveſtein,& not yet to diſmiſs thoſe 
of Naſſaw. The Governor of Milan, and 
Vice-King of Noples forbore to put in Exe- 
cution the late Treaty of Peace. All that 
humane Wit could contrive of pretext and 


of — apology to oppoſe againſt Reaſon, was ſug- 


geſted by the Marquis of Bedamar, and put 
in Execution by Dox Pedro, and the Duke of 
Ofſen2: howbeit, they were conſtrained to 
make daily ſome advance towards the Peace, 


I In ſpite of their Averſion.. 


he Council of Spain durſt not hazard any 


3} thing upon their hopes of ſucceſs in a Tranſ- 


action ſo doubtful, as that of the Conſpiracy. 
And France being reſolved to avow the Trea- 
ty of Pari, obliged the Venetians to agree 
that the Duke of Savoy ſhould diſmiſs the 
Troops he had detained in the Country of 


WY Vaux, and that ſerved as a Pretext to Dox 
Tt Pedro's ſlow motions. This difhculty being 


removed, 


the 
Di- 
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removed, the Marquis of Bedamar thinking 
to make that Prince to decline Reſtitution of 
the Places he had taken in Momntferrat, cauſed 
a Rumour to be ſpread, That aſſoon as the 
Duke of Mantua ſhould be reeſtabliſhr, 
he would diſpoſe of that State to the Spani- 
ards. At the ſame time Don Pedro ſtudies an 
unreaſonable Quarrel, with a Miniſter of the 
Duke of Savoy s that had accompanied the 
French Arnbaſlador to Milan, Ordering his de 
parture thence. The Duke, incenſed at this 
ſajury, recals them to his own Court, and 
thereupon put a ſtop to rhe reſtoring of the 
places he poſleſt : But the Ambaſſadors obvia- 
ting to him, how he was haſtning into the 
Snare Don Pedro had laid for him, prevailed 
upon him to deliver up at once all the Places 
he had taken. Dox Pedro was fo aftoniſht at this 
News, that he was not able to conceal his 
Surprize, even in bis publick Diſcourſes, And 
hereupon it became neceſſary that he ſhould re- 
leaſe his Priſoners, and deliver up the leſſer 
places 3 but as touching Verſeil, which was 
the Eflential Point, he made ſo ſtrange diffi- 
culties therein that they threatned him from 
Spain to recal him before the ordinary time. 
To which he replied, That it would be a diſho- 
nour for him to reſtore that Place during the 
French Ambaſſadors abode at Milan , whoſe 
prelence would ſecm to Awe him to that 

Com- 
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Complement 3 they therefore retire : and þy 
then declares, That the Duxe of Savoy ought 
firſt to make Reſtitution for certainLands thy 
appertained to ſome of the Duke of Mantus'; 
Subjects 3 thoſe Lands were theretore relin- 
quiſht 3 but Verſeil was not yet reſtored. In 
Concluſion, France being willing to make 
Match between Madam Chriſtina the King; 
Siſter, and the Prince of Piedmont (whereup- 
on 1t was accorded decilively, touching that 
Place) Doy Pedro began now by withdrawing 
his Ammunition and Artillery he had there, 
but with moſt incredible protraction. 
The Marquis of Bedamar, injoyning him 
toa yct greater delay, infinuated he ſhould 
cxa@t new Aſſurances of the Duke of $avsy, 
in favour of the Duke of Mantra. But the 
Miniſters themſelves of Mantua declared by a 
Manifeſto made publick in writing, That they 
did not demand thoſe Aſſurances: How ill ſoe- 
ver the Marquis Bedamar reliſht this Dzclara- 
tion, the Conduct of the Duke of Oſſuna was 
much more dittafiful to him : for the Duke 
tired with the clamorous Complaints of the 
Venetians from all Parts, upon his continuing 
to moleſt the Navigation of the Gulph,and ha- 
ving no other reply to make, Anſweredz That 
he would not be drawn to delift, whilſt the 
Venetians entertained in their Service, the 
moſt implacable Enemics of the King his 
| Maſter. 
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Maſter. *Tis not hard to make a Judgment by 
the endeavors of the Ambaſſadunr, co detain 
the Hollands Troops ( the ſubjze& of the 
DukesCornplaint)with what deſpair he learnt 
this Anſwer of the Duke:Hedid not doubt but 
the Senate that courted Peace at any Rate, 
would diſmiſs them, to leave the Duke with- 
out excuſe. But the Iſſue once more deceived 
the Prudence of the Marquis of Bedamar : 
Some Spirit, indulgent to the extravagancies 
of the Duke of Ofſ#na, compelled the Veneti- 
ans to a Reſolution thereupon directly contra- 
ry both to their Intereſt and Inclination. Te 
was remonſtrated to the-Cenate, That the Re- 
publick had but too much already betrayed 
their Inclinations for Peace, 1n all their pro- 
cecdings, and which had indeed been the 
ground of ſo much Phlegme in the Spaniſh 
Miniſters : and if they ſhould be led to accord 


- alſo to this laſt inſtance of the Vice-King, he 


would be thought to give Laws to Venice, 
and that, inſtead of diſmiſſing the Hollands 
Troops, it imported rather to detain the 
Troops of Leiveſteix,- that were upon depar- 
ture, in Order to the intire Execution of 
the Articles of Peace. 

The Joy the Marquis of Bedamar conceived 
at this Reſolution, was ſomewhat allayed np- 
on the diſcovery of the Complot at Crem : 
The Enſign, Provencal, and the Italian Cap- 


tain. 
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fain, that had been gained, falling out a 
Playz the Quarrel came to a Duel, wherein 
the Captain was mortally wounded 3 who, to! 
diſburthen his Conſcience, made confeſſion of 
all at his Death to the Venetian Officer who 
commanded, 

The Enſign miſtruſting the Iſſue, upon his 
wounding the Captain, betook him to; 
Flight, together with ſuch others of the Com- 
plices as he had Iciſure to advertize : the reſt 
were ſurprized; amongſt which the French 
Lieutenant, who was the head of chat Deſign. 
But whereas Renault had no correſpondence 
with them but by an Agent who was a Mil- 
laneſe, and happened to be out of the way, 
this whole Delign was imputed to Don Pedro. 
Eight days after this, the Serjeant Major, who 
had undertaken to deliver Maraw , having 
with-hcld tor his own uſe ſome Profits accru- 
ing to a Servant of the Commiſſiries, as alſo 
of a Penhoner cf the, Republick , theſe, en- 
raged at their Loſs, took occaſion upon his 
abſence, to enter into his Houſe, break open 
his Coffers, aud take away his Mony and Pa- 
pers 3 among which were found Letters 
which made imention of the Delign : Howbe- 
it, he having no other light *but from the 
Dukes Agent, with whom he had Treated, 
he could accuſe no budy but the Duke 3 but 
he takes a nobler Reſolution 3 he therefore mn 
the 
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the midſt of his Torments replyed, That he 
was aſſured they would never ſave him 
chough he ſhould confeſs che naked Truth,and 
that he thought it better to leave to his Com- 
panions, if he had any, to revenge his Death, 
than to betray them by a fruitleſs Conteflion. 
Publick thanksgivings were now performed 
in Venice for theſe two Diſcoveries, whillt the 
main Enterprize became by theſe accidents 
more proſperous than before 

The Senate at length concluding they had 
diſcovered the ſecret Cauſe of the Spaniards 
ſo irregular proccedings, and theſe two Plots 
being detected, they propoſed to themſclves a 
State of perfect Repole and Tranquillity, and 
an aſſurance of an intire conſummation of the 
Treaty. 

In the mean Seaſon, the time of Executi- 
on draws near : After the Sunday that pre- 
cedes the Aſcenſion day untilPextecoſt, there is 
held in Venice one of themoſt famous Fairs in 
the World 3 the great concourſe of Trading 
people could give no impediment to the ſur- 
prize of the Town, and would yield a fair 
opportunity of introducing the 1090 Soldi- 
ers, who mixing themſelvez with the Mer- 
chants, could cnter and lodg themſelves 
without being remarked : and it was ealic to 
remove from the Venetian Towns wherem 
they were diſperſed, in regard that ſome time 


b.fore 
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before ſuch as had been molt preſt to retire 


home had diſbanded themſelves; and the OK: ' 


cers of the Town took now nofturther care, in 
conſideration they were, ſo many people that 
lived free of all Charge to the Republick. But, 
left it ſhould occation any Surprize, that 6 
great a number ſhould now Disband in fo 
ſhort a time, the greateſt part pretended 
at their departure they went to the Fair at Ve- 
nice » diſguiling themſelves under the Chara- 
Qers of all ſorts of Profcſhons : they obſerved 
to lodg themſelves in Parties that ſpake dif- 
ſcrent Languages, to the end the better to re. 
move all ſuſpicion of Intelligence 3 obſerving 
a ſtrangeneſs and unacquaintance amon 
themſelves. | 
The 500 Spaniards, deſtined to the Plot at 
Crema that was diſcovercd, were ſent at the 
ſame time into the Neighbourhood of Breſcia, 
to poſleſs themſclves of that City upon the 
firſt intimation of ſucceſs in the Conſpiracy, 
and by favour of the Fation, that the Licu- 
tenant of the Count de Naſſaw had formed 
there,and ſtill held out. As to theVexetian Fleet, 
that wasHarboured in Dalmatia, butin Condi- 
tion to be able to put toSca upon the firttSum- 
mons, by reaſon of the Duke of Oſſuna's-un- 
certain Motions. The Captain ſent to the 
Commanders of the 12 Ships in his abſence a 
{fort of Firc-Works, very texce, to diſtribute 


ſecretly 


w_ £© 
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ſecretly throughout the whole Fleet the Eve 
of the Execution, As no body had any cauſe 
to ſuſpect thoſe Officers, it was very caſy to 
effe& this, without the leaſt obſervation : they 
were Ordercd to adjuſi the meaſurcs of their 
Match, that their Fire- Works might take ect- 
fe, if poſſible, in one and the ſame Mo- 
ment 3 and that, in cafe any ſhould eſcape, 
they ſhould poſſeſs them by force of Arms, or 
fink them with their great Guns : That they 
ſhould then make the beſt of their way to- 
wards Venice , and there diſpoſe thernſelves 
fora ready Execution of whatſoever Orders 
they ſhould receive : Howbeit, they were to, 
attend new Inſtructions. | 

For the time of Execution, the day was 
appointed to be the Sunday betore Aſcerr- 


fion-day, which is the firſt 6f the Fair. The 


Duke of Off#na had now {o Ordercd the Con- 
duct of his little Fleet , that they Arrived, 
without any memorable Accident, within fix 
Miles of Venice 3 It was ranged in two Squa- 
drons, which were Ordered to keep {ome di- 
ſtance in their Sailing, the better to prevent 
Obſervation : The principal was compoſed 
of Barks of the Built of Fiſher-Boars, to ren- 
der them leſs ſuſpicious 3 the reſt confilted of 
Brigantines, after the manners of Priva- 
tecrs. 


F tpor 


82 AConſpiracy of the Spaniaids 


Upon the Sattzrday Morning Ellvt received 
Orders to depart the next day, that he might 
arrive within View of the City upon the cloſe 
of the Evening 3 That he ſhould ſpread the 
Flag of Saint Mark; That he ſhould pofle(s 
himſelf of ſome ſmall Iſlands, by which he 
mult neceſſarily paſs, being of no defence, and 
trom whence poflibly might be conveyed 
Intellisence-of his Motions 3 That he ſhould 
then boldly /preſent himſelf before the. two 
Caſtles of Lydeand Matamocco, tor that they 
had no Gariſfon within 3 and that he ſhould 
make the beſt of his way between them3 That 
he ſhould advance to within Cannon-ſhot of 
the City, and ſhould immediately advertiſe 
of his Arrival 3 and. upon the return of the 
Bark that ſhould carry the Intziligence, the 
Captain would ſend them Pilots to Conduct 
them fafe from the Shoals and Rocks, where- 
with Venice is {1iir:5unded, and which render 
the Entry of thu Ports impoſſible to thole that 
are not well aco.iainted. 

Whereas th: ivilowing day would be ne- 
ceſſary to diſpote things for Execution at 
Night, Rexavlt and the Captain judged it ne- 
ceſſary to hold a tinal Conſultation the E+ 
vcning before with the reſt ot the Complices 3 
Thc Captain leaving to Renazlt to repreſent 
the truc State of Aﬀairs, and to give the ne- 
ccl.iry Advices thergupon ; but with all = 
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diligence they could not have a full Meeting 
till it was almoſt Night. 

The Aſſembly contiſted of the three French- 
Men that Quartercd witn Renault, the Licu- 
tenant of the Count de Naſſaw, the three Pe- 
tardiers, L* Anglade, the two Officers of thc 
Arſenal ; The-Captain and Licutenant -thatf 
had been employed before Nolot , the two 
Brulards, Faffier, Robert Theodore the Hollun- 
der, The Savoyard that had bgtn at the Eſcalade 
of Geneva, and the Engineer Revillids. 

Theſe 20 Perſons being met at the Greeks 
with Rexaxlt and the Captain and having 
retired to the moſt ſecret Quarter of the 
Houſe, after the neceſlary Cautiors cuſtomary 
in theſe Meetings 3 Renault brake Silence : 
He began with a Narrative plain and particu- 
lar of the preſent poſture of Afﬀairs, of the 
Forces of the Republick, and of their own 3 of 
the Difpoſitions of the City, and of the Fleet 3 
of the preparations of Dox Pedro and the Duke 
of Ofſuna 3 of the'Arms and other Proviliuns 
of War lodged at the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors of 
the Intelligence they had in the Senate, and 
amongſt the Noblesz in Conclution , of the 
exact Meaſures they had taken touching all 
things that imported their enquiry. 

After having gained the approbation of his 
Auditory by this Recital, in the truth whereot 
Ahey were all throughly inform:d, and wherc« 
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in they had been equally concerned with hims 


{c|ft. he continucd his Diſcourſe in the follow- 
ing Terms, 


Thus my Companions, You have before 
you the means deſtined for your Conduit 
to the Glory you purſue ; There is none of 
you but can judg if they ave ſufficient, 
and aſſured : We are ſecure of infallible 

—Methoas for introducing of 10000 Arm- 
ed Men, into a City that cannot make 
200 to Oppoſe us ; and where the Pluxder 
will invite to our Party all the Stranger: 
that either Curioſity or Commerce hath 
brought amongſt them , and where their 
very Subjetts themſelves will Aſſiſt us in 
aiſpoiling their Maſters (who have often 
ſpoiled them ) upon the leaſt Proſpect of 
Impunity. 

The principal Ships of their Fleet are 
at our” Devotion, and the reſt carry in 
their Boſoms what will quickly reduce 
them to Aſhes : The Arſenal, that famous 
Arſenal, the wonder of Europe and ter- 
ror of Aſia ! 1s as tt were already in our 


Poſſeſſion : The nine Brave Perſons here 
preſent 
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proſent , and that for the” ſpace of fix 
months have had it in their Power to ſets 
it, have ſo well taken their Meaſures, du- 
ring this retardment, that they conceive 
there - will be no hazard in Anſwering on 
Peril of their Heaas, to render themſelvs . 
Maſters thereof's, and though we ſhould 
ail both of the Troops of the Lazaretto, 
and thoſe of the Contizent, of Elliors (it- 
tle Fleet, and the 500 Men from Don 
Pedro, of the 20 Venetian Ships , of 
our Companion, the great Ships of the 
Duke of Oſluna, and the Spanith Army 
in Lombardy, We ſbould yet be ſtrong e- 
nough with the Intelligence we have, and 
the 1000 Men that are Introduced : hows 
beit all theſe different ſupplies that have 
been recited are ſocontrived, that either 
may fail without bringing the leaſt da- 
maye to the reſt ; they may exceedingly 
fortify each other by their help, but can 
never annoy, It is almoſt impoſſible that 
they ſhould not all take effeit, and one alone 
is ſufficient. That after having pradtiſed 
all the Gantion humane prudence can ſug- 
TJ 
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Wl geſt, TFudement may be made of the fac. 
ceſs Fortune hath deſtined us. What Te- 
ſtimony now can we hope of her Favour, 
that would not fall ſhort of thoſe we havet 
Yes my Friends ! They contain manife;tl 
ſomething of Prodigy: Hiſtory has no Pre. 
cedent of an Enterprize of this nature, 
where the diſcovery of a part has not de- 
tected the whol? ; and ours hath hood the 
Trial of five Accidents, wherein the leaſt 
in all humane appearance , indangered 
Ruine : who would not have believed but 
the hſs of Spinoſa, who traced onr ſteps, 
would have been our perdition? That 
Wee rhe diſmiſſion of the Troops of Leiveiſtein 
Ws: that had all avowed our Service, had not 

w; diſcloſed what we held concealed'? That 
the defeat of the little Fleet, had not 
yl. -roken all our Meaſures, and been a plen- 
Wt Ziful Spring of new Miſchiefs * That the 
|; diſcovery of Crema, and that of Maran, 
ſhould not of neceſſity have diſcovered the 
whole Party? All theſe Accidents have 
occurred without effei# ; They have not 


purſued the Track that wonld have. con- 
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fac. dugzed them to us, nor have improved the 


4 Te. 


hints they might have colletted thence. 


your, Never did Repoſe fo profound precede a Ca- 
ave? lamity ſo great : The Senate we are tho- 
etl rowly inflructed in ; The Senate is in per- 


Pre. fett Security : Our good Fortune hath 
ure, blinded the moſt quick-ſighted of all Man- 
 de- kind, fortified the most fearful, charmed 
the the moſt ſuſpeitful , and confoutided the 


of 
red 
but 
Ps, 
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moſt ſabtile. 

We are yet alive, my aear F riends, 
aud more powerful than before theſe Diſ- 
afters, which have been the proofs only of 
our Conſlancy. 

We yet l:ve, and our Life ſhall quickly 
prove fatal to theſe Tyrants: can a felici- 
ty ſo extraordinary, ſo perſevering, be na- 
tural : Have we not ſome ground of pre- 
ſumption , that it is the Work of ſome 
Power exalted above the Common Level 
of humane thought * and indeed , my 
Friends, what can there be upon Earth, 
worthy Divine Proteion, if what we un- 
dertake doth not challenge it 4 We deſtroy 
the mit deteſtable of all Governments , 

F 4 and 
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10 ana reſtore ſo many poor Subjects of the 
WW: State that groan eternally under the Op.' 
Wt preſſion of an Avaritious Nobility, We 
ſecure the Hozour of ſo many Women as 
would one day be born under their Domini- 
on, qualified for their Pleaſure and Lux: 
et wry. We redeem an infinite number of 
Well miſerable Wretches, which their Cruelty 
j!' expoſes a Sacrifice to their leaſt reſent- 
ments upon the flendereſt Motive : Ina 
word, We puniſh the moſt Criminal of 
all Mankind, equally nurſt up with Vices 
which Nature abhors, and with thoſe ſhe 
cannot ſuffer without Shame. | 
Let US they without Reluctancy with 
Wl Fire and Sword cadeavour to extermi- 
WH mate thoſe Tyrants ; and when we (hall 
'# behold the Palace where Impicty ſitson the 
Throne, flaming with aFire, rather from 
Heaven thaa Ours,thoſe Tribunals tained 
by the Tears and Sufjerivos of the Inno- 
cent conſumed by d:vouring Flames, The 
tl furious Soldier unvea;hing his reaking 
hi Dagger [r:m the Boſom of the Wretched, 
Wh Death diſperſed through all Quarters, 


| vt | and 
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' gnd all that the Night and a Soldiers fury 
| can produce to compleat a ſpectacle of hor- 


ror, let 1s then call to mind , my acar 
Friends, that there is nothing pure 4- 
mongFt Men, that the muſt eligible things 
have the greateſt allays ; and to conclude, 
in exchange of the many Enormities unaer 
which this unfortunate Country labours, 
the Diſorders of the approaching Night 
are the only means to Crown themwith 


Peace, Fuſtice, and Liberty for ever. 

This Diſcourſe was received by the reſt, 
with that approbation which we uſually be- 
ſow on opinions ſuitable to our own 3 How- 
beit Renault that ttudicd their Faces, remarkt 
in f officer, one of the Captains moſt intimate 
Friends, a ſudden tranſportment 3 from. a 
moli profound attention, to a diſorder, .which 
he endeavoured in vain to cover, ſomething 
ſtil] remaining in his Looks of Sadneſs and 
Surprize 3 which betrayed a Spirit labouring, 
under the molt violent Relactancy, This 
Renault obſerved to the Captain, who at hiſt 
laught at his ſuſpicion, but obſerving Fafficr 
with ſome diligence, bccame at length almoſt 
of the ſame Blick. -* 

Renault, that was a good Interpreter of the 
Faculties, and kncw how to value the ſecret 

| | movc- 
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movements of the Soul from the leaſt exterior | frie 
hint that eſcapes upon any violent agitation of} a ki 


the Mind, havioug maturcly conſidered what 
he had read in Faffiers Countenance, thought 


It his Daty todeclare to the Captain his Opi- i 


nion that he was not to be trulted. The Cap- 
tain , who knew Faffier to be one of the bra. 
veſt Men living, accuſed his Judgment of Vio- 
lence and precipitation, but Rexarlt obſtinate 
in the Jultitication of his ſaſpicion, explained 
himſelf with ſo Judicious Reaſon and Argu- 
ment, that though the Captain was not ſo 
nearly touched as he, yet he was at leaſt con- 
vinced that Faffier was a Man to be obſerved; 
biit-withal he replied to Renault that though 
affier ſhould be a little ſhaken, (which he 
conld not tell how to believe) he would not 
have leiſure enoughby the Morrow to delibe- 
rate upon his reſolution of betraying them ; 
But on the whole, that conſidering the poſture 
into which their affairs were ripened, there 
was no room to reſolve upon new Methods 3 
and that they could not avoid embarking up- 

on the Execution with all the hazard. 
Renault replyed, there was yet one certgin 
way to {ecure them, and that was to Ponyard 
him themſelves that Night 3 upon which 
Propolition the Captain remained ſome time 
1n ſuſpence, but in the end replyed, That he 
could not reſolve on the death of one of his beſt 

| Friends, 
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rior} friends,upon the bare motive of ſuſpicion; that 
n of! a kind ot Refolution might have very many 
/hat! evil Conſequences 3 that he was tender of diſ- 


ghe 
pt- 
ap» 
14. 
'10« 


compoſing the minds of the reſt, and becom- 
ing odious to them; and confidered as one 
that challenged anEmpire over them 3 and pre- 
ended a ſovereign juriſdiction of lite & death: 
That it was not to be hoped. that they could 
comprehend fo clearly the neceſlity of killing 
Faffier as themſclves did, and that not being 
ſo poſſelt, cach Conſpirator could not but con- 
lider with regrct, his Life expoſed upon the 
leaſt hint, or imagination that ſhould occur z 
And that ſince 'every Man was now under the 
moſt Violent agi-ations of Spirit, the ſlendereſt 
Accident might occaſion a Revolution, and 
that in ſuch a potture of Aﬀairs the leaſt 
Change was of intinite importance, for that 
they had but the twoextream Paths now to 
tread, that in caſe they ſhould endeavour to 
conceal the Reaſon of Faffer*s abſence, that 
would beget a worſe ſufpicion, that he is diCſe 
covered,and cither a Priſoner, or their Enemy; 
and what reaſon or pretext foever they could 
forge for his abſence upon the Evening of the 
Execution, being appcinted to fo principal a 
Charge, it would not chooſe but much inti- 
midate the reſt, and ſuggeſt melancholly and 
doubtful apprehenlions. Remwault was atten- 
tively harkning to the Captain's Diſcourſe, 


when 
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On! when one of their people entred the Room) 114 
Pits)! with an Order of the Senate which they had Dil 
A juſt received tor the Embarking on the Moxs! 00! 
row, all the Officers of the Fleet 5 bringing of 
alſo with him a Note from the Spaniſh Am. ©© 
baſſador, which explained to them the Rea» PF 
fon of their Embarking. dil 
The Duke of Offiena could not Conceal his Þ! 
- Departure ſo ſecretly from Naples to joyn ff 
"Ii with his great Fleet, but the-Spies of the Re F*+ 
W' publick got the Wind of it: But he having © 
wa left Order that no correſpondence voy Letter, tt 
$37 or Courier, ſhould be permitted with Venice 0 
$87! till ſacha ſpaceof time; The Venetians had 
War nottillthen got any Advice of his Departure, © 
The Arch-Duke being newly elected King [ 
of Bohemia, had demanded Aids of the Duke # 
againſt the Rebels of that Kingdom, which * 
were drawing together about that time, and * 
1 the Vice-King having Proclaimed that he | 
1Þ would conduct theſe Succors by way of the 
| 13h Gulph, to ſome Port of the Arch-Dukes on 
|; _ the Coaſt of Itria, The Venetians had beſought 
F/,, | him by Mediation of the Prince himſelf, to 
8; take ſome other Courſe. But he whonever 
| | þ governed himſelf by the currant Sentiments 
160 of the rett of Mankind, ſo ſoon as they had 
1.4 | ! TJntimation of his Departure, did not at all 
| | 


doubt but it had been an Order to the Con- 


/- ducting thoſe Succors in Perlon by the way he 
| had 
| 
4 
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had reſolved : they were determined not to 


7 hag! Diſpute his Paffage, which they might have 
Mor. done, becauſe they would avoid all Occahons 
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of a Breach : they concluded therefore only 
to diſpatch thcir Fleet, with Order to he 
upon the Coaft of T/tria, where he was to 
diſembark his Troops, to have an Eye upon 
his Motions , and to prevent the Temptation 
the Proſpe& of their Maritime Towns in his 
Paſſage might ſuggett. The frmeſt Refoluti- 
on Man's Nature is capable of, ſprings for 
the moſt part from the ſftrongelt Imagination 
of the Danger he is to Incur, by Vertue of 
which Imagination, the Soul in the end bc- 
comes familiar with the Circumſtances of that 
Danger, how trightful ſoever it might {eeny 
at firſt ſight, after Duty confidercd 3 but allo 
this ſteadineſs of Reſolution is ſo united to 
theſe Circumſtances, that in Cale any of them 
ſhould chance to change- upon the point of 
Execution, *tis odds but it begets a wavering 
in our Reſolutions alſo : This was what gave 
Renault and the Captain ſome apprehenfions 
touching their Companions upon the occalt- 
on of their Embarking fo uncxpcCtedly, upon 
the Venetian Fleet, Which News was very 
unwelcome, in that they conjectured therc- 
upon they ſhould be conltrained to alter fome- 
thing of the Mcthod of proceeding as they 
had adjuftcd preparatory to the Execution of 
CINCLT 
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their Enterprize 3 nor could they prevent it | 
by inſtantly Engaging, The Night being too 
far advanced, and it would be day ere they 
conld give Advice to the lictle-Fleet, to Or- 
der their approach to be within Cannon-Shot 
of the Town, in Order to the tir(t Scene of 
the Tragedy, and before they could give In- 
timation to the Troops at the Lazaretto- On 
the morrow the YVenetian-Fleet was to Sail, and 
in Calc they ſhould Order Elliot to Advance, 


he would certainly be diſcovered by the Boats | 


that would beall that day holding Correſpon- 
dence between the Fleet and the Town. The 
Courſe they were to ſteer proved the moſt fa- 
vourable to the Conſpirators they could wiſh, 
being directly contrary to Elliot”s Station; and 
upon mature debate, it was concluded belt to 
give them leifure till they were got a convc- 
nient diltance. The dithculty was, to Reſolve 
whether the Captain L* Anglade, the three 
Petardiers, and the others that had Charge 1n 
the Fleet, {hould obcy the Inſtructions of the 
Senate 3 Their Aflittance was indiſpenſably 
neceſſary at Yenice, in Order to the Execution, 
and above all the Captains, howbeit, his ab- 
ſence trom the Fleet appeared the greateſt dif- 
ticulty z The Character he had there, rendring 
him more conſpicuous than al the other party, 
who having, tor the molt part imployment in 
the Veſlcls in his own Squadron, he would 
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be able to ſupply the want of the reſt by his 


; tog | fingle Authority, and prevent even the notice 


they 
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of their Abſence. The Reſult of this Con- 
ference was, That the Captain ſhould Em- 
barque with only L' Anglade, whole butincfs 
together with that of the three Petardlters, dc- 
pended immediately on the General, howbe;t 
they were reſolved to run any hazard rather 
than permit their departure: the General upon 
the Captains coming aboard,demanded where 
they were ? who replied he believ'd they had 
concealed themſclves in Venice among the Cur. 
tizans, . together with other Officers of his 
Veſels which he could not find, and was fo 
prett to his departure that he had not leiſure 
to ſeek them. The Orders of the Senate 
were ſo peremptory for the Sailing of the 
Fleet, that the General had not leiſure at fir(t 
to conlider upon ſending to find them our, 
and now could le(s attend their fcarch. Upon 
the Captains Embarking, he rook Faffier alide, 
particularly to Conjure him to fill his place 
near Renault upon the Night of Execution 
he ſuperadded tie aſſurance they had in his 
Condud@ and Courage, without which conti- 
dence he had never been drawn to abſent 
himſelf, and that he concludcd his ſccond-(clf 
remained with his Companions, whilſt Fuffier 
was among them : during this Diſcourle the 


Captain obſerved him diligently , but he 
charm'd 
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charm'd with ſo many Teſtimonies of Eſteem 
and Reſpe& they had for him,. replyed with 


ſo much appearance of Zeal, Fidelity, and Ac: 


knowledgment, that would have confirmed 
the moſt ſuſpicious Man living» But thi 
was the laſt fit of his dying Reſolution, which 
expired upon his Friends departure : and hiz 
abſence, whoſe conſideration alone could ſup. 
port him, now abandoned him wholly to hi; 
incertitude. The deſcription Renault had 
made of the Night of Execution toward: 
the end of his harangue, had ſo afte&ed him, 
that he could nb. longer ſubdue his compaſſion, 
his Imagination added an Elegancy to the 
PiRure, and deſcribed in the livelicſt Colours 
all the Cruelties, and certain Violences, inci- 
dent to ſuch occalions 3 from that moment, his 


Fars were ever Aflaulted with the Cries of- 


Infants trampled under Foot, the Groans of 
old Men cxpiring with their Wounds, the 
Shricks of Raviſht Women 3 his Eyes beheld 
nothing but Pallaces in Ruines, Temples in 
Flames, Holy places profancd, and Violated; 
Venice the (ad, the deplorable Venice, was fill 
in his Viewz no more the Triumphant as in 
time paſt, over the Ottaman Fortune, and the 
Spaniſh Inſolence, but in Cinders, or in Ru- 
inesz immerft more in the Blood of herIn- 
habitants, than in the Waters that ſurround 
her. This funeſt Image haunted him night 

and 


- 
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*ſteem, and Day, ſollicited him, preſt, and at length 


| With 
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hook him : In vain he calls up his Courage to 
baniſh it, more obſtinate than all the Poets turics; 


irmed! interrupting his Repaſt, troubling his Repoſe, 
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and ſtealing into even his very Dreams.Biui to be- 
tray all his Friends, and ſuch friends ! fo brave ! 
ſoprudent ! fo fingular in the reſpective Talents 
wherein they excell'd! *Twould be the work of 
many ages to unite again ſuch a number of extra- | 
ordinaryMen,at a conjuncture wherein they were 
upon rendring themſ{clves memorable to the laſt 
poſterity: Shall he eclipſe theGlory of reaping the 
maturett Fruit,of the moſt cxalted Reſolution that 
hath been ever conceived by the Spirit of Man ? }} 
And how ſhall they periſh ? by Torments more | 
ſingular & exquiſite than what all the Tyrants of !! 
of paſt Ages had ever invented ? Whois ignorant |; 
that in Venice there is a ſort of Priſon more capa» | 
ble of ſhaking the ſirongelſt Reſolution, than all 
the Pomp of the moſi frighttul Executions of o- }: 
ther Countries. Theſe laſt refle&ions, which af= 1 
faulted Faffer upon his weak Side, reduced him | 
to ſome reaſſurance. The concern he had enter- 
tained for his Companions, had a little prevailed 
upon his pitty tor the Deſolation of Venice, and 
under theſe terms of irreſolution he continued 
until the Feaſt of Aſcenſion to which time they | 
had reſpited the Execution. On the Morning 
they reccived advice from theCaptain, who aſſured 
them he would anſwer for the Flect 3 That they 
G Were 
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' were bound towards Maran; and that at the ſatne 
time they fent to the Lazaretto for the Troops of 
T Loveſtein, they ſhould diſpatch a Boat of Advice 


I ' to him, which he would await in order' to his! 


"18 | attempting wha: was to be done on his part, 
| i: ' They had now diſpatcht to Ellioe the Pilots 
they had promiſed : chey had introduced into 
bl the Bell-Tower of the Procuratic of St. Mark the 
ſ ; {if People that had been appointed to that 
; Wh Poſt, who being acquainted with thoſe that held 
91 the Guard, ſhould Kupefy them with certain pre» 
4.7 parations they had made, to mingle with their 
$97 Meat and Drink, whereof by reaſon of the folems» 
$94! nicy of the Feaſt they might oblige them to cat 
£1 ad drink plentitully. Orders were diſtributed 
444 it, " to the re{pective Officers, they had choſen to at- 
#1” taque ſuch of the Senators in theirHouſes as were 
f molt to be ſuſpe&ed, and kill them. To theſe 
each had his Houſe aſſigned him, alſo every prin- 
io ' cipal Confpirator and Officer, had his Pot ap- 
$1 | pointed him, the number of Men he was to 
wo | Command, and the Warch-Word accuſtomary : 
[#'' They had alſo ſent orders to the Troops in the 
|” Lazaretto, and to the Spaniards in the litcle Fleet, 
I explaining by what methods they ſhould dilſperte 
Bk th: mfclves upon their Landing at the place of St. 
$7 Mark, which was the general Rendezvouz: The 
RES Places they were to poſſeſs, the Leaders they 
WHEL 7 were co follow, and the Word alſo for their con- 
| duct, They alſo cauſed the Galley-foift of the 
Coun- 


! for their purpolc, Faffier had the curiolity © 
' ſeeing the ſolemuity of the Dukes Eſpouſal of 
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Council of Ten to be Survcyed by peop!e unſul- 
pected, and found the Arillery ſhe had aboard 


the Sca, it being lixcly to be the laft 3 and there 
his compaſſion is reinforced upon the proſpet of 
thoſe publick rejoycings. The tranquillity where- 
mn he beheld the untortunate Venetiats, cxcited 
anew his concern for their haſtning perdition, || 
till at length he became more wavering than evcr- 
But to conclude, Heaven-would not abandon the 
work of twelve Ages, and of {o many able Ma- 
ſters to the fury of a Courtezan, and a Troop of |} 
deſperate Men. 

The good Genizs of the Republick ſuggeſicd }! 
to Faffier an expedient whercby he concluded he |! 
might fave altogether, both Venice and his Comes |! 
panions: He therefore finds out Bartholomew |! 
Comino, Secretary to the Counci! of Tex tcl> | 
ling him he had a matter of State, of cxtraordi- | 
nary importance to communicate, but that he | 
would firſt have the Dukes and Councils afTu- | 
rance of Grace atid Pardon, whercin they ſhould þ 
tye themſelves with all the Religious and Holy 
Circumſtances poſſible, to ratify by the Sexare | 
what they ſhould promiſe 3 which Grace was the 
Life of twenty two Perſons which he ſhould no- | 
minate,let the Crimes be never {© monttrous; | hat 
otherwiſe all the Torments they could infli-t, 


ſhould never be able to draw @ word from his 
G 2 INLITHS. 
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Mouth. The Ten were thereupon immediately 


Flaſſcmblcd, and Ordercd a Committce to wait up. | al 
icn the Duke to receive trom him the Parole Faffien | oy 
had demanded, wherein he complyed with the Q 
f 
mh 


iſfame readineſs they had done before 3 and then {0 
' Faffeer, tully ſatisfied in what he went about, diſ- t 
"hl | covered to them the whole Conſpiracy. The | D 
'B pl Story was to full of horror and wonder, that it ® 
7; was too big for their Belicf 3 howbcit it being fo 
WW” cafic to verify ſome of the Particulars, Comino { 
} lf was immediately diſfatcht to the Bell-Tower of A 
[” (hi \ the Procuratie, and reports that he found the - 
l { Guards wholly drunk or afleep3 then they ſent {} 


! to the Arſcnal, where it was long ere they could 


they found them with the three Petardiers, 
1 employcd upon finiſhing the five Fire-works that 
kt were deſtined for the Execution : they were 
BE ask'd what made them work upon {o emincnt a 

= Fealt-day, and why they made no anſwer upon 
Fiz thcir knocking ſo long at the door? To which they 
L replycd with much preſence of Wit 3 "Chat the 
I! Petirdicrs being to depart on the morrow to=- 
TE wards thc Ficet, and that the General had com- 
UE mandcd them | (© pre pare a quantity of Firc-works 
j | Ju! {i ready to be put in uſe, and that not having 
a 


| tind the Officers that were concerned : but in | ® 

| "ll | the cnd, one of the Servants afrightned with the * 
WH Threatuings wherewith they menaced him, diſs * 
$86 covercd to them a ſmall Wicket which they forccd 
open, attcr they had long knockt in vain therc 


[i 
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aſufficient quantity ready made, they had ins 
treated the others to aſſiſt them to compleat that 
Quantity : That the Aﬀair ſecming to them of! 
ſome importance, they conceived it their duty 
for once to diſpence with the Solcmnity of the 
Day 3 and the better to follow their Work withe 
out ſcandal, they had ſhut themſelves up as they} 
found theminto the molt retired place ot the Ar- 
ſenal, which they had choſen for that purpoſe. 
Although Camino could find nothing to Reply to 
this Confeſſion, yet he was carctul toconhne them 
all Prifoners : The Ten more and more amazed, 
diſpatcht them to the Greek, Courtezans,but therej 
they found no body 3 thoſe that were appointed}! 
to debauch the Guards in the Bcll Tower, hav-' 
ing faincd themſelves aflcep among{ the reſt, up-); 
on Comixo's appearing among them, did upon his; 
departure immediatly haſten to the Greeks, where)! 
they gave the Alarum ſo warmly, that upon the! 
very moment Nolot, Robert, Revillido, Retroſiy, 
Villa Mezzana, Durand, Ternon, and Robert Brus! 
lard that by accident were there, fled, and emy 
barkt themſelves in a Boat they had retained a | 
the Rialto Bridg, for the Tranſportation of che 
Troops at the Lazaretto, and happily made thei 
eſcape out of Town. The diſpleaſure the Vene 
tians took at their mifling them, put them upont 
reſolutions of viliting the Ambaſladors Houſes © 
France and Spain, without further delay 3 they 


theretore made civil demand of Admillion, upon 
| G 23 bulineſ, 


! 


4 


| 
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l  buſineſ; that imported the Service of the Repub. 
13 bas The French Ambaſſador made no ſcrupk 
' to admit them, and Renault was apprehended, 


{ and Icd away together with Lawrence Brulard and 
{ Bribe. But the Ambaſſador of Spaix, very ſharp. 
E alledged the priviledg of his Character, and' 
|| with much importment proteſted againſt the vio-, 
| lence they offered, when he perceived they would 
i force their Paſſage : Upon their entry they found 
fl, ' Arms for above 500 Men, 60 Petards, together 
Wi with a very great quantity of Powder 6 Fire- 
FN } works,and ſuch-like Preparations z whereof they 
|| drew up an exa Ipventory,himſclt being preſent 
Y mocking at their Curioſity. Upon their carry: 
Ing this Inventory to the Council of Ten 3 a No- 
* ble-man of the Houſe of Valiera arrived, bring- 
[i ing with him Brainvill and Theodore, two of the 
i Principal Confpirators : Theſe upon intimation 

the Plot was dilcoyered, and deſpairing to ſave 
themſelves by flighr, the Gatcs being all guard- 
þ ed upon their eſcaping from the Greeks, refolved 
BE upon another courſe, and feigning to diſcover the 
Ih | Conſpiracy, ſought out this Noble-man, whom 
| BE they had known in Flanders, that he might car- 
| BR ry them before the Council of Ten where they 

Wl! were ſecured. In the mean time a general Search 

| 
ml 

I 


{ was made through all theTaverns,Inns,Lodgings 


| ers might be ſuppoſed to conceal themſelves 1 
{ feizing on all the Officers they found, of Hollands, 
French, 


"IF 


| 
: 
: 
: 
[L] 


| of hirc, Brothel-houſes, and whereſoever Strang- 


and! 
VI0-; 
Ould 
and 
ther 
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hey 
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| French, Spaniards, Walloons, Neopolitans, or 
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Millanois, to the number of near 400. Amidit 


that conducted them thither 3 theſe declared to 
the Council of Ten, that ſome French-men of 
their acquaintance had written thcm trom Venice, || 
That if they had an inclinatiou to eprich them- 
ſelves, they need but haften to Venice, where 
there was a Conſpiracy jult upon execution to 
ſurprize the whole City, and expoſe it to Pillage, 
& that they were com: with all poſlible diligence, 
to make diſcovery of this Treaſon, inſtead of || 
being ſharers therein : they were received with |: 
thanks, and honourably entertained, and ins |} 
treated to take their repoſe whilſt the Senate |} 
ſhould conſider upon a fitting reward for their |} 
Service. F 
By this time it was day, and t he Senate afſeme | 
bled, and the Marquis of Bedamar demanded Aus |! 
dience, which in curioſity only was granted 
him. The noiſe of the Conſpiracy was by this || 
time diſperſed throughout the City, and begat!} 
a general conſternation among the Inhabitants 3 |! 
who having, attained only an imperfect account! 
that the Spaniards were the Authors, they imme=|| 
diatly beſet the Ambaſſadors Palace to force ifs | 
and were juſt upon putting fire to it, when ef 
Guard that was to conduct him to his Audience] 
G 4 arrivcd 


IO4 


i 
"FE 
Fi4 \ . 
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rrived z who making their Commiſſion known, 
he People flattercd with hopes the Senate would 
ake him a publick example, permitted him to 
Wome out alone, conductiug him with all the 
FE Amprecations and Indignitics imaginable, 


{1 Jpate, began lis Speech, with a moſt angry com- 
it plaint againſt the violence had been committed 
upon his Houſe again(t the common right of Na- 
S3kzcions 3 \he accompanicd his Complaints with me- 
| fi ajor part of the Senators were ſtruck with Con- 
Et iernation, and apprehended he had yet recourſe 
Wro means wnereot they were yet ignorant, to put 
SEEhis Entcrprize in execution. 
YZ7H7% That ſome excuſe might be contrived for theOut« 
1 rage, ifany 1caſon could be given for thoſe Pre- 

parations of War that had been found in his 
> Houſe, who being an Ambaſſador, ought tobe 
Wa Miniſter of Peace : To which he replyed, That 
SHRhe wondered people reputed fo wiſe, ſhould be 
Wkyct ſo diszugenuous, to inſult to his Face upon 
Ska pretext {o frivolous; That they knew as well 
fas himſelf, that all thoſe Proviſions were but de- 
Epolited in his Houle, as at other times .he had 
Bipractiſed, to be ſent to Naples and Tyrole 3, as to 
*rhe Arms, *twas the general Opinion that the 
Biybeſtin the World were made by the Subjects of 
the Republick; and for the Firc-Works, &c. 
| Mrhe occaſion of ſume excellent Work-men in that 


pF p, Art, 


® 0. 


The Ambaſſador be1ng admitted into the Se. | 


—_— 


Witnaces of Revenge, ſo fierce and violent, that the 


The Dake replyed, | 
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Art, that had been preſented him, had engaged 


him to employ them out of curioſity : The 
Duke interrupting him, ſaid, thoſe Work-Men 


* were Villains, or rathcr Monſters, born to the 
* eternal ſhame of humane race 3 and, upon theſe 


words, preſcuted the Ambaſſador with a Letter 


of Credence for the Governour ot Milan, which 


they had tound among Renault's Papers, with 0+ 
ther Letters of the Duke of Ofſuna. The Am- 


| baſſador replyed, that for the Duke of Ofſizna he 
had always declarcd that he would never be ac- | 
comptable for any proceedings of his : As to the || 


Letter of Credence.it was true the Ambaſſador of 


France had ſome time fince recommended aGen- :' 


tleman to him , that ſtood in need of his Favour, 
upon ſome pretenftion he had in Mzlan, and that 
upon that motive he had given him his Letter, 
which was the fame they preſented to him, but 


was utterly ignorant the Republick was atall ine | 
tercſtcd in the affair.. The Duke perceiving by |! 
his Replics, that the Ambaſſador would never | 
want tair'Apologies, contented hinſelf to repre- | 
ſent to him with much gravity the foulnels of } 
his Enterprizez and concluded, proteſting that | 
they were all far from ſuſpecing the King his | 
Maſter had the leaſt part therein ; The Ambaſs | 
{ador upon that Remonſtrance, anſwer'd with all | 
the Emportment of an honeſt Man, whoſe Hov | 


nour is unjuſtly attacqu'd; That he was of a Na- 
tion to which Valour and Prudence were ſona- 
tural 


: 
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yy ficient to ſubdue them by open force, without 
Be theAlliftance of Treaſons and Conſpiracies,which 
Y{j poſſibly they might ſoon find to their Coſt 3 upen 
$815 theſe words he briskly withdraws without ob. 
87 1; ferving the leaſt Ceremony 3 thoſe that condu&. 
1891 cd him, conjured him to retire for ſome ſpace in- 
Wit toa Neighbouring Apartment, until the Senate 

$97; ſhould take neceſſary care for his Preſervation: he 

5; without any reply conſented to the Propoſition, 


l! 
F! +; ther in theMarket-place,to aflaſſine him,in caſe the 
$81; Senate ſhould acquit him: But a Guard being ſent 


| i 
| : 
FANS 


4; to ſecure the embarking of his Servants, and the 


pleaſed to condu@ him. 


;. 1.8 

+ EYE 
#4, 
Tz; 


{:. the Palace,on board aBrigantinez by which,under 
Wit:; The People enraged at his Eſcape, made Effigies 
©; both of him and the Duke of Ofſens, treating 

Be ;; them with the ſame Indignitics they would have 
if] {þ done to their Perſons,had they been in their pow- 
LE r- Upon the ſame inſtant was diſpatcht Orders 
Ul} to the General of their Fleet, to cauſe Þ Anglade, 


l o 

4 

f' 
Ws! 
4} 


I} 
| 


the Captain Faques Pierre, and all the Officers of 
the Conſpiracy, which the Captain had on board 


his 


! 
\ 
= 


: 
” 


IE tural, that there could be no necd of recourſe to 
ng Secret Practices, to deſtroy their Enemies 3 That 
I" the King his Maſter was a Prince of Power, ſuf. 


| 


| 


. 


and boiling with rage retired whitherſoever they | 


In the mean time the People had drawn toge- ' 


j moſt valuable of his Movcables, he was himſelf - 
Wi} therupon conducted by ſom obſcure way through | 


#1; the proteQion of a good Convoy, he got away. 
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his Ships, to be immediately drowr?d : but upon 
expectation that they would be upon their 
Guard, they made choice of a Veſſcl for this mel- 
ſage the moſt improper they cou!d light on, and 
equipt her ſo, as to hinder all manner of fuſpi- 


* cion that ſhe came from thence; Ordering her alſo | 


to ſteer aCourſe with ſo great compals about,that 
ſhe ſhould ſeem of all others, leaſt bound trom the 
Place out of which ſhe failed. Information was 
afterwards made that the Captain had been in a |} 
readineſs all the night, and that having obſerved 
the arrival of that Veſſel, he retired into the midft 
of his Squadron, as it hc ha been in ſome ſuſpi- 
cior. of the truth, and was willing to be ina po= | 
ſturc of dete:ice in caſe he thould be betrayed: But 
tis to be thought that he ur willing to hazard the | 
danger of dilcovery upon what might prove only 
a bare panick fear, took {ome time to deliberate 
if it werc At to declare, whilſt the General who - 
loſt not owe moment of time, diſpatcht two per= | 
ſons 0n board him, the leatt ſuſpicious he could 3 |: 
who appeariay without any Arms, were admit» 
ted to his Cabbin, where finding him alone ic- } 
colted him wich an air cf much ind ference, -and | 
ſtabbing him, threw him into the Sea, without | 
the leatt noiſe; L Anglade, and 40 of his Offi- | 
cers were ſerved in the fame ſort, with all the 

expedition imagiuable, and the like (ccrccy. 
In the mean time Renault is examined at Vee | 
nice, who replyed he underitood not what = 
a 
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= demanded 3 they ſhew him the Letter of Cre Com 
me dence to Don Pedro, a Paſport in Sp aniſh, Bill upor 
Why of Exchange for conſiderable Sums ot Money] ;; (hi 
BY and 1000 Piliols in ready Gold : Upon which it d( 
Wy He replyed, That he neither knew the Ambaſſy] ,;. 
$3 dorof Spain, nor the Governour of Milan; ff at 
& that in caſe any could be found among his Papers} (,m 
# thatled them co thole Inquiries, it mult need} pi; 
| be that ſome body had maliciouſly put then! 
& there. They brought him to the Rack, and! q 
FR gave him the queſtion ordinary and cxtraordins| ,q 
I xy, to which he anſwered nothing that was new, ,,, 


3 only that he was a Poor, Honett Gentleman of| bi 
WE Quality and Honour, and that God would bs} 
wr bis Revenge: The Rack was ſeveral days toge-” 
$4 ther prdented him, with promiſe of his Life in 4 
$7 caſe he would but confels what he knew, but all) ;; 
$1 to no purpole 3 and after having ſuffered all cheir} , 
Wi Ways of torment, he was in the end ſtrangled { 
WA in the Priſon, and after expoſed in publick for} ( 
a Traytor, hanging by one Leg. The Lieutenant! \, 
IB: of theCount de Naſſaw,the three Petardiers, Bribe, | 
 Lamrence,Brulard, and the two Officers of the Ar- | 
9% feral, were all ſo firaugled, after having ſuffered 
WY the queſtion with the ſame\conltancy ; But 
FEE Brainvil and above 300 Officers were only firang- 
WE lcd, or ſecretly drowned. / 
bs In the mean time Faffier in geſpcration upon 
IB che diſmal ſucceſs of his Compaſſion, loudly 
I# complained of the breach of promile of the Duke 
| ' and 
1 


11 
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ind Council, touching the Preſervation of his 
Cre Companions ; They had not indecd failed but 
Ell upon dcliberate advices many were of opinion 
NF it ſhould be rcligiouſly obſerved; others concluded 
'hidf it doubtful in caſe they had not received any in- 
af: timation but by Faffier : But the two Dauphinois 
'3 {if that alſo diſcovercd it, put the Senate upon the 
Pas} ome reſolution, as it Fafier had not done any 
Ccds thing therein 3 to which reſolution they were the 
em! ;ather led, for the greater horror, and example 
and! 4g the Publick, albcit much might have been urg- 
ner to the contrary 3 they endeavoured therefore 
| toappeaſe Faffier, by all means polliblez tendring 
him both Moncy and Employment, which he 
refuſed, obliinately perfiſting in his fruitleſs de- 
5. mand of the Lives of his Companions, and in 
the end left the City- inconſolable tor their Suffer- 


al ings, which the Senate coming, to underſtand, 
fit! ordered him to deſert their State within the | 
cd | {pace of three days, on pain of death, and 4000 
or} Chiquins for whoſocycr ſhould rake him. The | 
nt' reſentments of his Pitty tor his Companions re- | 
* doubled upon every Reflection that himſelt was \| 
'- the Author of their Death he conlidered by the. } 
d way that the Enterprize of Breſfiz was yet in a 
{ 


condition of taking cttect, and the dchire of Re- | 
| venge upon the Senate,carricd him to that Town, 
where he was hardly arrived when the Ten hay- 
ing diſcovered by fome Papers of the Confſpira- } 
tors z Troops were immediately ditpatcht to pols | 
| {cls 
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£8 eſs the Principal Poſts, and to put to the Swory! Vere 
FI fuch Spaniards as had been Introduced : Faſiy, of 1 
ES was taken Priſoner fighting at the Head of th ſpirs 
= Party, as a Man that ſought nothing more thay Sub] 
EY to fell his Lite at a greater rate than ordinary, to | 
7 who being ſome few days after ſont to Venice,) fror 
3 was there drown'd the day after his Arrival. |! racy 
It, The Death of this unfortunate Wretch perſe. T 
$1115 cd the eſtabliſhment of tranquillity in that grea diſn 
19% City. the 
WES - The firſt care of the Senate was to demand an. W1 
81:3 other Ambaſſador from Madrid 3 Don Lewis Braw| at | 
WE was ſoon nominated for that Employment, with. Orc 
Order to depart immediately, the Marquis of| pal 
EF Bedamar giving him (according to cuſtom) In: fro 
F” fiructions which were reducible almoſt to two 
19; Heads: Thefirlt was, That the new Ambaſſi- 
KF dor ſhould lowly and publickly blame the Con- 
#> duct of his Predecefſor, and ſhould affect a Me: 
3 thod quite different in his own, evenin matters 
” of the greateſt Indifference. The other was, That 
Ik. in all Aﬀairs that ſhould occur, touching the ' 
FT Rights and Prcheminences of the Republick, he 
WE ſhould conſult above all things, Squittinio della 
BY Jiberta Veneta, to which the Marquis of Bedamar 
Bb refers him.upon ſeveral Points mentioned in thoſe | 
Es Inſtructions, and in terms howbeit obſcure, yet | 
4 evidencing the Paternal Kindneſs he had for that 
F Libel. And now it was decreed by Proclamati- 
& on, and ſound of Trumpet, through the whole 
} Vinettan 
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word Venetian State, that none ſhould preſume on pain 
af) of 1cath, to impute the leaſt ſhare of the Con- 
Fhe ſpiracy, either to his Catholick Majeſty or his 
thay} Subjects. Thirty Thouſand Ducats were given 
ary,, to the two Dawphinois, that had come expreſs 


I 


ice,] from their own Countrey to diſcover the Conſpi- 
racy. 

rf.” Don Pedro finding matters now palt all hopes, 

reat diſmiſt quite liis Troops and ſurrendred Perſeil, | 
the Duke of Offuna generouſly provided for the | 

an. Wife and Children ot the Captain, ſetting them 

2) at liberty 3 and the Marquis of Bedamar reccived | 

ich Orders from Spain 19 depart and ſerve as Princi- 

oft pal Miniſter in Flanders, and ſome years after 

n: from Rome a Cardinals Hat. 
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